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LETTER OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Honourable participants, 

It is my utmost pleasure to welcome you all to Model Courts of Justice 2019, which is the 

eighth edition of this prestigious conference, as the Secretary-General. My name is Aziz Can 

CENGİZ and I am a junior student at Ankara University, Faculty of Law. 

International Court of Justice is a beacon of the rule of law on the international level as one of 

the principal organs of the United Nations, and for this reason, every judgment or opinion 

given by the Court is of vital importance both for those that work in the area of law and law 

enthusiasts alike. The Court is also special for the Model Courts of Justice, since it has been a 

staple of our conference since our first session, being simulated for the eighth consecutive 

year. 

In Model Courts of Justice 2019, the participants of the International Court of Justice will 

endeavour to solve the fictional case “Space Accident and Political Asylum Case: Felicê v. 

Rosslia” where International Space Law takes the spotlight, along with legal concepts like 

political asylum. In order to perfect our fictional case without any legal gaps, we had to 

privilege to work with the Manfred Lachs Space Law Moot Court Competition. Therefore, I 

would like to thank the International Institute of Space Law for their cooperation. 

The Study Guide for the International Court of Justice was prepared by Ms. Nilgün Güneş 

AVCI, who is one of the most hardworking and dedicated individuals I have ever met. Her 

attention to detail and search for ever more knowledge ensured the creation of a great 

academic document, and I cannot thank her enough for her contributions. 

In order to get an adequate grasp of the case and to be able to experience Model Courts of 

Justice as intended, I highly recommend every participant to read the Study Guide, the 

Handbook, the Rules of Procedure and the other documents available on our website. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me via secretarygeneral@modelcj.org in case you have any 

questions regarding the conference or the committee. 

Best Regards, 

Aziz Can CENGİZ 

Secretary-General of Model Courts of Justice 2019 Conference 

mailto:secretarygeneral@modelcj.org
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LETTER OF THE UNDER-SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Dear prospective participants, 

My name is Nilgün Güneş Avcı and I am studying at Ankara University, Faculty of Law. It is 

my utmost honour to welcome you all to the eighth annual session of Model Courts of Justice 

as the Under Secretary General responsible for the International Court of Justice. 

This year, Model Court of Justice will host a space law case for the first time in its history. A 

malfunctioned satellite in outer space was the beginning of the ‘Space Accident and Political 

Asylum Case: Felicé v. Rosslia’. In this spatial case that includes a conflict of a right for 

political asylum and a hint of international nuclear law, the participants of the Court will leaf 

through all the materials regarding international space law to resolve the dissension. 

In the process leading to this guide, a guide that I hope will lead you well, we heavily inspired 

from the previous sessions of the Manfred Lachs Space Law Moot Court Competition. 

Therefore, I would like to give my thanks to International Institute of Space Law for their 

assistance and cooperation. After being in this tremendous and unforgettable journey for 

months, I have some special thanks for my companions. Firstly I would like to thank our 

Secretary-General of this peerless conference, Mr. Aziz Can CENGİZ for believing in me and 

giving me a chance to be a part of this conference. Thank you for your patience and guidance 

through this journey as a kind leader and a great captain. Secondly, I would like to thank my 

colleagues, the Under-Secretaries General of this conference, Ms. Beyza GÖK, Mr. Deniz 

YONTUK and Ms. Sıla ALTINSOY for being such splendid companions. I would like to 

thank and appreciate our lovely Academic Assistants Mr. Ege ALTUNIŞIK and Ms. Zeynep 

KHUDHUR for all of their contributions and help in this extraordinary road. Last, but not the 

least, I would like to thank all the organization team led by Mr. Selman AKMEŞE for making 

this marvellous conference possible. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me via icj@modelcj.org. I would 

be glad to answer them. Hope to see you in February! 

Kindest Regards, 

N. Güneş AVCI 

Under-Secretary General responsible for the International Court of Justice 



              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

1 

INDEX 

PART I: INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

A. INTRODUCTION 

1. History 

2. Structure 

3. Conclusion of a Case 

4. The Effect of Its Judgment and Enforcement 

5. Jurisdiction 

a.           Advisory Opinion 

b. Contentious Jurisdiction 

6. Sources of Law Applicable to the International Court of Justice 

PART II: SPACE ACCIDENT AND POLITICAL ASYLUM CASE (FELICÉ v. 

ROSSLIA) 

A. INTRODUCTION TO THE CASE 

I. Overview 

1. Space Race 

2. Peaceful Use of Outer Space 

a. United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 

Space (COPUOS) 

b. UNISPACE Conferences 

c. Treaties 

3. Nuclear Energy In Space 

4. Space Accidents 

a. Soyuz 1 

b. Soyuz 11 

c. The Challenger Space Shuttle Disaster 

d. Space Shuttle Columbia Disaster 

II. Political Asylum 

1.Background 

2.A Right to Asylum 

a. Colombia v. Peru 

b. Julian Assange 

III. Fictional Scenarios 



              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

2 

1. Background 

2. Solar Windstorm 

3. Application to the International Court of Justice 

4. Timeline of Major Events 

5. Claims 

a. Claims of the Republic of Felicé 

b. Claims of the Republic of Rosslia 

B. CONCLUSION 

C. APPLICABLE LAW 

I. Treaties and Conventions 

a. Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and 

Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies 

1. Article III 

2. Article IV 

3. Article V 

4. Article VI 

5. Article VII 

6. Article VIII 

7. Article IX 

b. Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and Return of 

Objects Launched into Outer Space 

1. Article 2 

2. Article 3 

3. Article 4 

4. Article 5 

5. Article 6 

c. Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects 

1. Article I 

2. Article II 

3. Article III 

4. Article VI 

5. Article VIII 

6. Article XII 



              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

3 

7. Article XXI 

d. Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other Celestial 

Bodies 

1. Article 1 

2. Article 2 

3. Article 12 

4. Article 14 

e. Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties 

8. Article 31 

II. UNITED NATION DOCUMENTS 

a. Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

1. Article 9 

2. Article 14 

b. Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts 

1. Article 1 

2. Article 2 

3. Article 23 

4. Article 28 

c. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

1. Article 9 

III. PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES 

a. Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the Activities of States in the 

Exploration and Use of Outer Space 

1. Principle 5 

2. Principle 6 

3. Principle 7 

4. Principle 8 

5. Principle 9 

b. Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer Space 

1. Principle 1 

2. Principle 3 

3. Principle 4 

4. Principle 7 



              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

4 

5. Principle 9 

c. Space Debris Mitigation Guidelines of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 

Outer Space 

1. Guideline 2 

2. Guideline 5 

3. Guideline 6 

d. The Rio Declaration on Environment and Declaration 

1. Principle 2 

2. Principle 7 

e. Declaration on the UN Conference on the Human Environment  

1. Principle 21 

ANNEX (FLAGS OF FICTIONAL COUNTRIES FELICÉ AND ROSSLIA) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY



              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

5 

PART I: INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

A. INTRODUCTION 

1. History 

International Court of Justice (hereinafter referred to as ICJ, the Court) was founded on the 

intent to find pacific settlements for international disputes.1 Jay Treaty of Amity, Commerce, 

and Navigations between the United States of America and the Great Britain in 1974 and The 

Alabama Claims arbitration between the United Kingdom and the United States of America in 

1982 led to a new idea to end the disputes, a permanent arbitral tribunal.2 

Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) was established in 1900 and began operating in 1902, 

following the 1899 Convention on the Pacific Settlement of International Disputes which 

contains provisions related to pacific settlement methods.3 The establishment of the PCA 

which is still operating today was the first step for the institutionalization of permanent 

international dispute settlement mechanisms.4 

Council of the League, which was the executive body of the League of Nations, established 

the Permanent Court of International Justice (PCIJ) with the authority given by the Article 14 

of the Covenant of the League of Nations, whose duty is not only to solve the disputes 

between the states, but also to give advisory opinion to the requesting states in time of need.5 

After adopting the Statute, PCIJ had its inaugural sitting on 15 February 1992.6 

After the Second World War, on 24 October 1945, the United Nations was established in the 

San Francisco Conference and International Court of Justice was established as a principle 

organ with a Statute that is annexed to the UN Charter.7 Besides, at the end of the war even 

though the League of Nations still had 43 members, their purposes ceased to exist and they 

                                                           
1 The Court, History, available at: https://www.icj-cij.org/en/history (Last accessed on 7 September 2018) 
2 Ibid. 
3 The Court, History, The Hague Peace Conferences and the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA), available at: 

http://www.icj-cij.org/en/history (Last accessed on 7 September 2018) 
4 Ibid. 
5 The Court, History, The Permanent Court of International Justice (PCIJ), available at: http://www.icj-

cij.org/en/history (Last accessed on 7 September 2018) 
6 Ibid. 
7 The Court, History, The International Court of Justice (ICJ), available at: http://www.icj-cij.org/en/history (last 

accessed on 7 September 2018) 

https://www.icj-cij.org/en/history
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/history
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/history
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/history
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/history
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held the last Assembly in 1946.8 PCIJ was also dissolved in 1946, transferring its archive to 

its successor International Court of Justice which had its first case submitted in 1947 

regarding the incidents in Corfu Channel.9 

2. Structure 

The duty of ICJ is to settle the legal disputes between the States and to give advisory opinion 

to institutions and organs of the UN pursuant to the international law.10 The court mostly, 

works as a whole; however it may also have permanent and temporary chambers.11 

The ICJ consists of 15 Judges, which are elected with nine-year terms by the United Nations 

General Assembly and the United Nations Security Council.12 These 15 Judges are 

representatives of civilization, and forbidden to work outside the ICJ and take in any political 

and administrative activity.13  It is not possible for two judges to be from the same state.14 

Distribution of judges today is, as follows: Somalia, China, Slovakia, France, Morocco, 

Brazil, the United States of America, Italy, Uganda, India, Jamaica, Australia, Russian 

Federation, Lebanon and Japan.15 However, under Article 31 and with the conditions stated in 

the Articles 35 to 37 of the Statute of the Court, a State party may have a judge ad hoc for that 

specific case if the court does not have a judge of the nationality of the State party.16 

 

 

                                                           
8 History of the League of Nations (1919-1946), The end of the League of Nations, The last Assembly, available 

at: 
https://www.unog.ch/80256EDD006B8954/(httpAssets)/36BC4F83BD9E4443C1257AF3004FC0AE/$file/Historic
al_overview_of_the_League_of_Nations.pdf (Last accessed on 6 September 2018) 
9 The Court, History, The International Court of Justice (ICJ), available at: http://www.icj-cij.org/en/history (last 

accessed on 7 September 2018) 
10 International Court of Justice, The Court, available at: https://www.icj-cij.org/en/court  (Last accessed on 7 

September 2018) 
11 International Court of Justice, The Court, Chambers and Committees, available at: http://www.icj-

cij.org/en/chambers-and-committees (last accessed on 7 September 2018) 
12 International Court of Justice, The Court, Members of the Court, available at: http://www.icj-

cij.org/en/members (last accessed on 7 September 2018) 
13 Kuru, Taner, International Court of Justice Study Guide, Model Courts of Justice (2016), at p.4 
14 International Court of Justice, The Court, Members of the Court, available at: http://www.icj-

cij.org/en/members (last accessed on 7 September 2018) 
15Ibid. 
16 International Court of Justice, The Court, Judges ad hoc, available at: https://www.icj-cij.org/en/judges-ad-

hoc (Last accessed on 7 September 2018) 

https://www.unog.ch/80256EDD006B8954/(httpAssets)/36BC4F83BD9E4443C1257AF3004FC0AE/$file/Historical_overview_of_the_League_of_Nations.pdf
https://www.unog.ch/80256EDD006B8954/(httpAssets)/36BC4F83BD9E4443C1257AF3004FC0AE/$file/Historical_overview_of_the_League_of_Nations.pdf
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/history
https://www.icj-cij.org/en/court
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/chambers-and-committees
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/chambers-and-committees
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/members
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/members
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/members
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/members
https://www.icj-cij.org/en/judges-ad-hoc
https://www.icj-cij.org/en/judges-ad-hoc
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Image I: ICJ in session17 

3. Conclusion of a Case 

According to the Statute of the Court, a case may be concluded in three ways: 

“1. Before the judgment of the Court, parties of the case may achieve a settlement and 

withdraw from the case via informing the Court, 

2.  Applicant party may withdraw before the judgment of the Court, 

3. If none occurs, the Court will adjudicate and deliver a judgment.”18 

Verdicts of the ICJ are taken with simple majority of the members.19 If there is equality in 

votes, vote of the President or the Member of the Court acting as President is the deciding 

vote.20 

 

 

 

                                                           
17 International Court of Justice, Press Room, Multimedia, Immunities and Criminal Proceedings (Equatorial 

Guinea v. France) - Public hearings on the preliminary objections raised by France, available at: http://www.icj-
cij.org/files/multimedia-galleries/20180219_gef/02.jpg (Last accessed on 6 September 2018) 
 
18 Kuru, Taner, International Court of Justice Study Guide, Model Courts of Justice (2016), at p.5 
19 Ibid.  
20 International Court of Justice, Handbook of the Court, available at: https://www.icj-

cij.org/files/publications/handbook-of-the-court-en.pdf (last accessed on 7 September 2018) 

http://www.icj-cij.org/en/multimedia/5a8453caa12d8804369dbacf
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/multimedia/5a8453caa12d8804369dbacf
http://www.icj-cij.org/files/multimedia-galleries/20180219_gef/02.jpg
http://www.icj-cij.org/files/multimedia-galleries/20180219_gef/02.jpg
https://www.icj-cij.org/files/publications/handbook-of-the-court-en.pdf
https://www.icj-cij.org/files/publications/handbook-of-the-court-en.pdf
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4. The Effect of Its Judgment and Enforcement 

The decisions of the Court are final and binding and not open to the appeals.21 However if 

there is a necessity for interpretation or revision of the judgment, the Court may clarify the 

judgment only upon a request of a State Party.22 

5. Jurisdiction 

The International Court of Justice has two types of jurisdiction: It settles disputes between the 

States according to the international law, which are known as contentious cases.23 

Additionally, the Court gives advisory opinions to the organs of the United Nations, 

specialized agencies or a related organization by request.24 

a.           Advisory Opinion 

Article 65(1) of the Statute of the court states that: “The Court may give an advisory opinion 

on any legal question at the request of whatever body may be authorized by or in accordance 

with the Charter of the United Nations to make such a request.”25  

Advisory opinions, except for some rare cases, are not binding.26 Nevertheless, the advisory 

opinion of the Court signifies a great legal base and moral authority which helps to keep the 

peace between the States.27 

b. Contentious Jurisdiction 

The Court settles the disputes in accordance with the international law between the states.28 

Unlike advisory opinions, only States can apply to the Court for contentious jurisdiction.29 

The jurisdiction is binding and final.30 

                                                           
21 International Court of Justice, How the Court Works, Contentious Cases 
22 Kuru, Taner, International Court of Justice Study Guide, Model Courts of Justice (2016), at p.5 
23 International Court of Justice, Jurisdiction, available at: http://www.icj-cij.org/en/jurisdiction (last accessed 

on 7 September 2018) 
24 Ibid. 
25 The Statute of the International Court of Justice, available at: https://www.icj-cij.org/en/statute (last 

accessed on 7 September 2018) 
26 International Court of Justice, Jurisdiction, Advisory Jurisdiction, available at: http://www.icj-

cij.org/en/advisory-jurisdiction (last accessed on 7 September 2018) 
27 Ibid. 
28 International Court of Justice, Jurisdiction, Contentious Jurisdiction. Available at: http://www.icj-

cij.org/en/contentious-jurisdiction (last accessed on 7 September 2018) 
29 Ibid. 

http://www.icj-cij.org/en/jurisdiction
https://www.icj-cij.org/en/statute
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/advisory-jurisdiction
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/advisory-jurisdiction
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/contentious-jurisdiction
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/contentious-jurisdiction
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Article 36 of the Statute of the International Court of Justice gives basis to the jurisdiction of 

the ICJ:31 

“1. The jurisdiction of the Court comprises all cases which the parties refer to it and all 

matters specially provided for in the Charter of the United Nations or in treaties and 

conventions in force. 

2. The states parties to the present Statute may at any time declare that they recognize as 

compulsory ipso facto and without special agreement, in relation to any other state accepting 

the same obligation, the jurisdiction of the Court in all legal disputes concerning: 

a. the interpretation of a treaty; 

b. any question of international law; 

c. the existence of any fact which, if established, would constitute a breach of an 

international obligation; 

d. the nature or extent of the reparation to be made for the breach of an international 

obligation. 

3. The declarations referred to above may be made unconditionally or on condition of 

reciprocity on the part of several or certain states, or for a certain time. 

4. Such declarations shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 

who shall transmit copies thereof to the parties to the Statute and to the Registrar of the 

Court. 

5. Declarations made under Article 36 of the Statute of the Permanent Court of International 

Justice and which are still in force shall be deemed, as between the parties to the present 

Statute, to be acceptances of the compulsory jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice 

for the period which they still have to run and in accordance with their terms. 

6. In the event of a dispute as to whether the Court has jurisdiction, the matter shall be settled 

by the decision of the Court.”32 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
30 International Court of Justice, How the Court Works, Contentious Cases, available at: http://www.icj-

cij.org/en/how-the-court-works (last accessed on 7 September 2018) 
31 Cengiz, Aziz Can, International Court of Justice Study Guide, Model Courts of Justice (2018), at p.8 

http://www.icj-cij.org/en/how-the-court-works
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/how-the-court-works


              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

10 

Additionally, if a state did not recognize the jurisdiction of the Court, when an application 

made against it, the State can accept the jurisdiction under the forum prorogatum rule.33 

6. Sources of Law Applicable to the International Court of Justice 

Sources of law applicable to the ICJ are stated in Article 38 of the Statute of the Court which 

is written below:34 

“1. The Court, whose function is to decide in accordance with the international law such 

disputes as are submitted to it, shall apply: 

c. international conventions, whether general or particular, establishing 

rules expressly recognized by the contesting states; 

d.international custom, as evidence of a general practice accepted as 

law; 

e. the general principles of law recognized by civilized nations; 

f. subject to the provisions of Article 59, judicial decisions and the 

teachings of the most highly qualified publicists of the various nations,  

as subsidiary means for the determination of rules of law 

2. This provision shall not prejudice the power of the Court to decide a case ex aequo et bono, 

if the parties agree thereto.”35 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
32 The Statute of the International Court of Justice, Article 36, available at: https://www.icj-cij.org/en/statute 

(last accessed on 7 September 2018) 
33 International Court of Justice, Jurisdiction, Contentious Jurisdiction, Basis of the Court’s jurisdiction, available 

at: http://www.icj-cij.org/en/basis-of-jurisdiction (last accessed on 7 September 2018) 
34 Yargıcı, Nezahat Yeşim, International Court of Justice Advisory Jurisdiction Study Guide, Model Court of 

Justice (2014), at p.7 
35 The Statue of the International Court of Justice, Article 38, available at: https://www.icj-cij.org/en/statute 

(last accessed on 7 September 2018) 

https://www.icj-cij.org/en/statute
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/basis-of-jurisdiction
https://www.icj-cij.org/en/statute


              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

11 

PART II: SPACE ACCIDENT AND POLITICAL ASYLUM CASE (Felicé v. Rosslia) 

A. INTRODUCTION TO THE CASE 

I. Overview 

1. Space Race 

Mankind always looked up into the night sky and wondered about the blank space that is 

covered with shiny stars.36 However, the systematic exploration and exploitation was not 

possible until the middle of 20th century.37 

After World War II, when 20th century drew to a close; a new conflict began to arise, known 

as the Cold War.38 For forty five years, Cold War dominated the foreign policies of two great 

superpowers: the United States and the Soviet Union.39 This Cold War was a competition in 

every conceivable arena, including space exploration.40 Each side sought to prove the 

superiority of its technology, its military firepower and, by extension, its political-economic 

system.41 However, history changed on 4 October 1957 when the Soviet Union successfully 

launched the world’s first artificial satellite, Sputnik-1.42 The launch of Sputnik-1 was marked 

in history as the start of Space Age and the US-USSR Space Race.43 

During the summer in 1957, the scientist who found the Soviet space program, Sergei 

Pavlovich Korolev, and his team was working secretly on the testing of R-7 rocket, which was 

                                                           
36 A Brief History of Space Exploration, available at: https://aerospace.org/story/brief-history-space-exploration 

(last accessed on 17 September 2018) 
37 BLM X – Backgrounder: Brief History of Space Exploration, SPACE EXPLORATION – A BRIEF HISTORY, available 

at: 
http://www.explorecuriocity.org/Portals/2/Themes/SkyScience/BLM%20Backgrounder%20Space%20Explorati
on.pdf (last accessed on 15 October 2018) 
38 History, The Space Race, available at: https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/space-race (last accessed on 

11 November 2018) 
39 Leffler, Melvyn P. And Painter, David S., Origins of the Cold War: An International History- Second Edition, at 

p.1 
40 Khan Academy, The Start of Space Race, The Cold War in space, available at: 

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/postwarera/1950s-america/a/the-start-of-the-space-
race (last accessed on 11 November 2018) 
41 History, The Space Race, available at: https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/space-race (last accessed on 

11 November 2018) 
42 NASA, Birth of the Space Age, available at: 

https://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/imagegallery/image_feature_1773.html (last accessed on 11 November 
2018) 
43 NASA, Sputnik; The Fiftieth Anniversary, Sputnik and The Dawn of the Space Age, available at: 

https://history.nasa.gov/sputnik/ (last accessed on 11 November 2018) 

https://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/imagegallery/image_feature_1773.html
https://history.nasa.gov/sputnik/
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the biggest leap in rocketry since the German A-4, only giving some hints for its potential.44 

After successful tests of R-7 Rocket, Soviet Union launched the world’s first artificial 

satellite, PS-1 or Sputnik-1 from Baikonu on 4 October 1957. Following this successful 

launch, Soviet Union launched the Sputnik-2 carrying a half-breed husky named Laika, the 

first animal to orbit Earth.45 Laika died three days after the launch because of the overheating 

of her cabin.46 

The successful launch of Sputnik-1 shocked the authorities and citizens of the United States, 

who hoped that the United States would accomplish this scientific advancement first.47 The 

shock then became fear that the U.S. military had generally fallen behind in developing new 

technology.48 Towards the end of World War II, Nazi Germany had been close to developing 

the world’s first intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) which was followed by the 

developments from Soviet Union, however, the United States tested several varieties of 

rockets and missiles, which all ended in failure.49 After this failed attempts, both the House 

and the Senate established committees to look into setting up a civilian space organization to 

be called the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).50 On 1 October 1958, 

NASA was created.51 

These events were the beginning of the Space Race and the Space Age which led 

inconceivable discoveries and improvements such as the first photographs of the Earth from 

space in 1959 or the first landing on the moon in 1959.52 

In three years from 1958 to 1960, the Soviet Union had a continuous series of proposals and 

counter proposals for a new Soviet space program.53 This new space program included first 

                                                           
44 Russian Space Web, Preparing Sputnik for flight, available at: http://www.russianspaceweb.com/index.html 

(last accessed on 11 November 2018) 
45 Space.com, Laika the Dog & the First Animals in Space, available at: https://www.space.com/17764-laika-

first-animals-in-space.html (last accessed on 11 November 2018) 
46 Russian Space Web, The R-7 intercontinental ballistic missile, available at: 

http://www.russianspaceweb.com/r7.html (last accessed on 11 November 2018) 
47 Office of the Historian, Sputnik, 1957, available at: https://history.state.gov/milestones/1953-1960/sputnik 

(last accessed on 11 November 2018) 
48 Ibid. 
49 Ibid. 
50 NASA, 60 years ago: The U.S. Response to Sputnik, available at: https://www.nasa.gov/feature/60-years-ago-

the-us-response-to-sputnik (Last accessed on 11 November 2018) 
51 NASA, National Aeronautics and Space Administration, A Brief History of NASA, Launching NASA available at: 

https://history.nasa.gov/factsheet.htm (last accessed on 11 November 2018) 
52 Space.com, Timeline: 50 Years of Spaceflight available at: https://www.space.com/4422-timeline-50-years-

spaceflight.html (last accessed on 11 November 2018) 
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outbound voyages into space.54 200 people were chosen for the first step.55 With tests, these 

200 people were then numbered down to six, known as ‘The Vanguard Six’: Gagarin, 

Bykovskiy, Nelyubov, Nikolayev, Popovich, and Titov.56 One of them would be the first man 

in space.57  

Meanwhile, the first testing program for the first Soviet piloted spacecraft began and the ship 

was given the name ‘Vostok’ (East).58 The aim of the testing program was not only launching 

automated Vostok I and Vostok 3 capsules, but also firing a series of short-range missiles into 

the upper atmosphere to prove out various elements of the life support system and biological 

support instrumentation.59 

After the final examinations for the cosmonauts, the favorite, Yuri Gagarin was chosen as the 

one that was going to be the first man in the outer space.60 The first human-rated Vostok 3A 

spacecraft lifted off successfully on March 9, 1961, and entered into a ~250 kilometer orbit 

inclined at almost 65 degrees to the equator.61 After 108 minutes in space, Gagarin re-entered 

Earth's atmosphere successfully and managed to maintain consciousness as he experienced 

forces up to eight times the pull of gravity.62 A cheNataliag crowd of hundreds of thousands 

of people greeted him when he became an international hero.63 

Meanwhile, from 1961 to 1964, the budget of the NASA was increased almost 500 percent 

and had more than 400.000 employees.64 One of the biggest missions of NASA was the 

Apollo program which resulted in American astronauts making a total of 11 space flights and 

walking on the moon.65 It all started on 25 May 1961, when President John F. Kennedy 

announced ‘I believe this nation should commit itself to achieving the goal, before this decade 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
53 Siddiqi, Asif A., Challange to Apollo: The Soviet Union and the Space Race, 1945-1974, at p.243 
54 Ibid. 
55 Ibid. 
56 Siddiqi, Asif A., Challenge to Apollo: The Soviet Union and the Space Race, 1945-1974,at  pp.243-249 
57 Ibid. 
58 Siddiqi, Asif A., Challenge to Apollo: The Soviet Union and the Space Race, 1945-1974 at p.250 
59 Ibid. 
60 Siddiqi, Asif A., Challenge to Apollo: The Soviet Union and the Space Race, 1945-1974, pp. 260-265 
61 Ibid. 
62 Space.com, Yuri Gagarin: First Man in Space, available at: https://www.space.com/16159-first-man-in-

space.html (last accessed on 11 November 2018) 
63 Ibid. 
64 History, The Space Race, available at: https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/space-race (last accessed on 

11 November 2018) 
65 NASA, What Was the Apollo Program?, available at: https://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/5-

8/features/nasa-knows/what-was-apollo-program-58.html (Last accessed on 11 November 2018) 
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is out, of landing a man on the moon and returning him safely to Earth’66 Apollo 8, which 

was the second crewed mission of Apollo program, was aiming to bring humans to the moon 

in 1968.67 Apollo 8 orbited the moon and returned the earth successfully.68 The most 

important mission of the Apollo program was the Apollo 11. 

On July 1969, Apollo 11 took off from Kennedy Space Center with astronauts Neil 

Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and Michael Collins (1930).69 After traveling 240,000 miles in 76 

hours, Apollo 11 entered into a lunar orbit on July 19 and the following day, the lunar module 

Eagle, manned by Armstrong and Aldrin, separated from the command module which 

touched down after two hours of its separation.70 

 

Image II: Buzz Aldrin, Apollo 11 lunar module pilot, stands on the moon near the American 

flag during NASA's historic first manned moon landing on July 20, 1969 while Apollo 11 

commander Neil Armstrong took the photo.71 

                                                           
66 History, Apollo 11, Apollo Program: Background available at: https://www.history.com/topics/space-

exploration/apollo-11 (last accessed on 11 November 2018) 
67 Space.com, Apollo 8: First Around the Moon available at: https://www.space.com/17362-apollo-8.html (Last 

accessed on 11 November 2018) 
68 Ibid. 
69 History, Apollo 11, Apollo 11 Mission: July 16-July 24, 1969, available at: 

https://www.history.com/topics/space-exploration/apollo-11 (last accessed on 11 November 2018) 
70 Ibid. 
71 Space.com, Apollo 11's Scariest Moments: Perils of the 1st Manned Moon Landing, available at: 

https://www.space.com/26593-apollo-11-moon-landing-scariest-moments.html (Last accessed on 11 
November 2018) 
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Armstrong opened the hatch of the lunar module and made his way down the module's 

ladder.72 As Armstrong stepped off the ladder and planted his foot on the moon’s powdery 

surface, he spoke his famous quote: "that's one small step for a man, one giant leap for 

mankind."73 

With the conclusion of the space race, the United States and Soviet Union sent a joint 

mission, Apollo-Soyuz, in 1975, which had three astronauts from the United States and two 

cosmonauts from the Soviet Union.74 “Handshake in space” served to symbolize the gradual 

improvement of U.S.-Soviet relations in the late Cold War-era when the commanders of the 

two crafts officially greeted each other.75 

For years, inconceivable discoveries took place such as the first orbiting of Mars or the first 

spacecraft to fly by Mercury.76 However, one of the most important things for the 

explorations of space is the launch of the Hubble Telescope. 

From the dawn of humankind to a mere 400 years ago, all the observations of the universe 

were with the naked eye, until Galileo turned his telescope toward the heavens in 1610.77 

Edwin Hubble, used the largest telescope of his day in the 1920s to discover galaxies beyond 

our own.78 Hubble Telescope, which gets its name from Dr. Edwin Hubble, is the first major 

optical telescope to be placed in space, the ultimate mountaintop, and since its launch in April 

1990, our view of the universe and our place within it has never been the same.79 

                                                           
72 Ibid. 
73 Ibid. 
74 NASA, The Apollo-Soyuz Mission, available at: https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/apollo-

soyuz/astp_mission.html (last accessed on: 12 November 2018) 
75 History, The Space Race, Conclusion of the Space Race available at: https://www.history.com/topics/cold-

war/space-race (Last accessed on 12 November 2018) 
76 Space.com, Timeline: 50 Years of Spaceflight, available at: https://www.space.com/4422-timeline-50-years-

spaceflight.html (Last accessed on 12 November 2018) 
77 NASA, About the Hubble Telescope: available at: About the Hubble Space Telescope (Last accessed on 12 

November 2018) 
78 Ibid. 
79 Ibid. 
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Image III: Edwin Hubble stands by the 48-inch telescope at Palomar Observatory.80 

2. Peaceful Use of Outer Space 

a. United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) 

From the very beginning of Space Age, the United Nations noted that the outer space added a 

new aspect for the existence of humanity.81 After the launches of Sputnik-1 and Laika, on 13 

December 1958, the 18 member ad hoc committee on the Peaceful Use of Outer Space was 

established to discuss the scientific and legal aspects of the exploration and use of outer 

space.82 The first General Assembly Resolution 1348 (XIII) ‘Question of the Peaceful Use of 

Outer Space’ created the United Nations Office for Outer Space to serve ad hoc committee.83 

                                                           
80 NASA, The Hubble Story, available at: https://www.nasa.gov/content/the-hubble-story (Last accessed on 12 

November 2018) 
81 United Nations Office for Outer Space, History, Timeline: UN and Space, available on: 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/timeline/index.html (last accessed on 17 September 2018) 
82 Ibid. 
83 United Nations Office for Outer Space, History available at: 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/aboutus/history/index.html (last accessed on 2018) 
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The responsibility of the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) is to 

promote international cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space.84 

 

Image IV: The first meeting for peaceful use of outer space (6 May 1959)85 

On 12 December 1959, a year after the establishment of the ad hoc committee, Permanent 

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space was established with 24 members.86 In 1962, 

the unit was moved to work under the Department of Political and Security Council Affair; 

and in 1968, the unit was transformed into the Outer Space Affairs Division of that 

Department.87 In 1992, the Division was transformed into the Office for Outer Space Affairs 

within the Department for Political Affairs and finally, in 1993, the Division was relocated to 

the UN Office in Geneva.88 

 

 

                                                           
84 United Nations Office For Outer Space, Roles and Responsibilities available at: 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/aboutus/roles-responsibilities.html (last accessed on 17 September 2018) 
85 United Nations, New & Media PHOTO, available at: 

https://www.unmultimedia.org/photo/detail.jsp?id=144/144029&key=10&query=peaceful%20use%20of%20o
uter%20space&lang=&sf= (last accessed 17 September 2018) 
86 United Nations Office For Outer Space, History, Timeline: UN and Space, available on: 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/timeline/index.html (last accessed on 17 September 2018) 
87 Ibid 
88 United Nations Office for Outer Space, History available at: 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/aboutus/history/index.html (last accessed on 2018) 
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b. UNISPACE Conferences  

The United Nations has accorded an importance of promotion for international collaboration 

in outer space.89 The socioeconomic development along with the space technology was 

enormous and the best way to derive these benefits was through international cooperation in 

the peaceful uses of outer space.90 Therefore, United Nations organized three unique 

international conferences, UNISPACE I-II-III conferences, on the Exploration and Peaceful 

Uses of Outer Space in 1968, 1982 and 1999.91 

c. Space Law 

Space law, much like other branches of public international law and international law itself, 

has its origins in the need to establish a certain number of more or less simple rules to govern 

relations between states.92 The most powerful drive towards creating such a new branch of 

international law came from the opening of a new field of competition and possibly 

confrontation of the two superpowers of the day, the United States and the Soviet Union.93 

The Committee, after some protracted negotiations, had finally adopted the practice of 

consensus for its decision making in 1962.94 

In time, the United Nations adopted several multilateral agreements to put in order to the 

activities in outer space.95 The baseline of these treaties is, the Outer Space Treaty which was 

signed in 1967.96 Afterwards, four other treaties were adopted: The Rescue Agreement of 

1968, The Liability Convention of 1972, The Registration Convention of 1975 and The Moon 

Agreement of 1979.97 

In addition, there are five different principles that are supporting these five treaties: The 

Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the Activities of States in Outer Space (1963), The 

Principles Relating to International Direct Television Broadcasting (1982), The Principles 

                                                           
89 United Nations Office for Outer Space, History, UNISPACE Conferences, available at: 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/aboutus/history/unispace.html (Last accessed on 17 September) 
90 Ibid. 
91 Ibid. 
92 Frans Von Der Dunk, Fabio Tronchetti,Handbook of Space Law, Edward Elgar Pub (2015) p.1 
93 Ibid., at p.2 
94 Ibid., at p.11 
95 United Nations Office for Outer Space, History, Treaties, available at: 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/aboutus/history/treaties.html las accessed on (17 September 2018) 
96 Ibid. 
97 Ibid.  
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Relating to Remote Sensing of the Earth (1986), The Principles on the Use of Nuclear Power 

Sources (1992) and The Declaration on International Cooperation in the Exploration and Use 

of Outer Space (1996).98 

3. Nuclear Energy in Space 

Nuclear energy is the energy in core of an atom which can be used to create electricity with 

nuclear fissions that is fed by uranium.99 Even though nuclear energy is a reliable source for 

electrical energy, the catastrophic risks cannot be ignored.100  

Artificial satellites require their own power source.101 For many satellites, this source was 

solar panels where electricity is generated from sunlight which is a common way of 

generating power.102 However, for a satellite which is nearby a planet that is distant from the 

Sun, the benefit of the sunlight would only be a few percent.103 Thus, the search for 

alternative sources of power started, and one of the alternative sources included nuclear power 

system (NPSs).104 Since then, NPSs have been developed and used for different missions and 

for fulfilling requirements on electrical power and thermal management.105 

 

                                                           
98 Ibid. 
99 National Geographic Society, Nuclear Energy, available at: 
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100 Green Peace, Nuclear Energy, available at: https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-

warming/issues/nuclear/ (last accessed on 17 September 2018) 
101 International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), The Role of Nuclear Power And Nuclear Propulsion in The 

Peaceful Exploration of Space, available at: https://www-
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104 Ibid. 
105 United Nations General Assembly, Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, Safety Framework for 
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Image V: Snap-10A, the satellite launched with NPS by USA106 

Nuclear energy, as mentioned, is already risky and even though it is a reliable source for 

space vehicles and satellites, it also carries catastrophic risks, especially sharing outer space 

with more than 170 million pieces of space debris.107 Onboard nuclear power sources are 

related with space debris accidents on several aspects.108 Spacecraft with NPSs themselves 

can be considered as space debris’ and thus, are potentially hazardous with their size and 

structure.109 Also, spacecraft’s with NPSs should be protected from colliding with space 

debris’ and measures should be taken to avoid man-induced contamination of the near Earth 

space.110 

One of the other risks is an accidental reentry to the Earth which previously happened in the 

United States of America in 1978. On 18 September 1977 U.S.S.R launched a satellite with 

nuclear power system, Cosmos 954.111 The orbit became erratic in late November and U.S. 

noted that the satellite would crash down to the Earth on 23 January 1978, however, the place 

the Cosmos 954 would fall was not known.112 The satellite re-entered Earth on 24 January 
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D. Danesy., at p.557 
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1978 and fell to the northwest coast of Canada.113 Even though there were no injuries, 

environmental damage was substantial.  

The United Nations set a framework for the exercises in space to put the actions regarding 

usage of nuclear energy, Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer 

Space.114 In brief, usage of nuclear power in outer space should be according to international 

law.115  

In addition, Outer Space Treaty forbids any kinds of nuclear weapons in outer space with 

Article IV by stating ‘…not to place in orbit around the Earth any objects carrying nuclear 

weapons or any other kinds of weapons of mass destruction, install such weapons on celestial 

bodies, or station such weapons in outer space in any other manner…’116 

4. Space Accidents 

More than fifty years of human activity on space improved the quality of human life in 

earth.117 There wouldn’t be camera phones, landmine removals, CAT scans, artificial limbs 

and so many other things that are used as necessities right now.118 However, the first space 

missions were neither easy nor safe. 

a. Soyuz  1 (союз 1) 

The first ever fatal accident in space mission befell cosmonaut Vladimir Komarov.119 In 1967, 

while the Space Race was still on demand after some failed attempts from Apollo of the 

United States of America, Soviet Union decided to launch Soyuz 1 and following day Soyuz 

2.120 The goal was to spacewalk two astronauts from Soyuz 2 to Soyuz 1.121 However, the 

                                                           
113 Ibid. 
114 Ibid. 
115 Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer Space, Principle 1 
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120 Encyclopedia Astronautica, Soyuz 1, available at: 
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Komarov immediately started experiencing problems after orbital insertion of Soyuz 1.122 

Only receiving half of the planned solar power, because one of the solar panels failed to 

deploy, an attempt was made to maneuver the spacecraft and unfortunately, the attempt 

failed.123 Despite numerous challenges and failures, Vladimir Komarov with the help of 

engineers on the ground, was able to overcome all the technical problems in orbit and 

successfully piloted his spacecraft on a path back to Earth.124 Re-entry was successful and 

drag chute deployed but the main parachute would not deploy.125 In the end, the descent 

module crashed into a field near Orenburg, at 7 am  on 23 April 1967.126 The USSR followed 

up with the announcement that Komarov had tragically died on landing.127 

b. Soyuz 11 (call signal ‘Yantar’) 

The Soyuz 1 accident was the first accident in Soviet Union, however, it wasn’t the last.128 

Three men; Georgi Timofeyevich Dobrovolskiy, Vladislav Nikolayevich Volkov, and Viktor 

Ivanovich Patsayev, had entered the space station in Soyuz 11 on 7 June.129 23 days later after 

they prepared for their return to Earth, Dobrovolskiy undocked the ship and drifted free from 

the space station.130 When they were beginning their descent, Mission Control radioed: "Good 

bye, Yantar, till we see you soon on mother earth." Dobrovolskiy replied: "Thank you, be 

seeing you. I am starting orientation."131 However, the retro rockets were fired automatically 

for a seven- minute burn, and the parachutes were not deployed on schedule.132 They died in 

                                                           
122 Ibid. 
123 Ibid. 
124 Russian Space Web, Soyuz-1 attempts to return to Earth, available at: 

http://www.russianspaceweb.com/soyuz1-reentry.html (last accessed on 14 December 2018) 
125 Encyclopedia Astronautica, Soyuz 1, available at: 

https://spaceflight.nasa.gov/outreach/SignificantIncidents/assets/soyuz-1.pdf (last accessed on 25 October 
126 Ibid. 
127 Russian Space Web, Vladimir Komarov's tragic flight aboard Soyuz-1, available at: 

http://www.russianspaceweb.com/soyuz1.html, (last accessed on 14 December 2018) 
128 Space.com, 'Gravity' and Reality: History's Worst Space Disasters, deaths in space, available at : 

https://www.space.com/23182-gravity-film-worst-space-disasters.html (last accessed on 25 October 2018) 
129 Edward Ezell and Linda Neuman Ezell, The Partnership: A NASA History of the Apollo-Soyuz Test Project, at 

p.148 
130 Ibid. 
131 Ibid. 
132 Ibid.,at  pp.148-149 

http://www.russianspaceweb.com/soyuz1-reentry.html
https://spaceflight.nasa.gov/outreach/SignificantIncidents/assets/soyuz-1.pdf
http://www.russianspaceweb.com/soyuz1.html
https://www.space.com/23182-gravity-film-worst-space-disasters.html


              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

23 

seconds because of the rapture of the breathing ventilation, asphyxiating the cosmonauts.133 

They are the only men in history that died in the outer space.134 

c. The Challenger Space Shuttle Disaster 

In 1976, National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) revealed the first reusable 

manned spacecraft, the space shuttle.135 After several successful launches to the outer space, 

NASA scheduled the shuttle to launch on 22 January with a crew of seven, one of them being 

37 year old math teacher in a high school in New Hampshire, Christa McAuliffe.136 

 

Image VI: The crew of the space shuttle Challenger STS-51L mission, Jan. 28, 1986. From 

left to right: Christa McAuliffe, Gregory Jarvis, Judy Resnik, Dick Scobee, Ronald McNair, 

Michael Smith and Ellison Onizuka.137 

Due to some technical and weather problems the launch was postponed to 28 January 1986.138 

When the launched day arrived, engineers of the shuttle warned their superiors about the 
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vulnerability of some parts in low temperatures.139 The warnings were unheeded and the 

space shuttle Challenger was launched at 11.29, on 28 January 1986 from Kennedy Space 

Center in Florida.140 Only seventy-three seconds later, an explosive burn of hydrogen and 

oxygen propellants destroyed the External Tank and exposed the Orbiter to severe 

aerodynamic loads that caused complete structural breakup.141 Unfortunately, all seven 

members of the crew members died immediately in front of millions of people watching both 

from national television and Kennedy Space Center.142 

d. Space Shuttle Columbia Disaster 

Columbia is a shuttle program in the United States of America that has twenty seven 

successful launches and investigations.143 On its twenty eighth mission, STS-107 was 

launched on 16 January 2003 with six American astronauts and one Israeli astronaut.144 On 28 

January 2003 when Columbia re-entered the Earth’s atmosphere, shuttle broke apart over 

Texas at an altitude of 60 kilometers.145 The cause of the accident as stated by Columbia 

Accident Investigation Board was because of a piece that broke loose from the external 

propellant tank and struck to the left wing.146 National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration (NASA) engineers did not think that the piece held that much momentum to 

strike to the wing and did not take precautions.147  

The agency still remembers this day as ‘Day of Remembrance’ every January.148 
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II. Political Asylum 

1. Background 

The meaning of the word ‘asylum’ is ‘protection or safety, especially that given by a 

government to people who have been forced to leave their own countries for their safety or 

because of war’.149 The origin of the word is ‘asulon’ which means the right of seizure in 

Greek.150 The right of asylum is as old as society itself.151 However, since then, an 

international definition is yet to be conclusively produced.152  

Seeking asylum had started with the search for a protected place against nature with primitive 

men.153 Holy sites were considered as places of protection: Divinity protected the members of 

society from cruel and primitive punishments.154 Even then, some civilizations limited or did 

not recognize the right of asylum.155 Among the Greeks, temples were being offered for 

asylum and with the decay of the Roman Empire, holy thoughts for asylum were 

strengthened.156 However, when asylum granted by the Church did not meet the needs of 

society, it started to collapse.157 

French Revolution led the idea of asylum to a new dimension: not only religious bodies had 

the authority to grant political asylum but also kingdoms and republics had it.158 The Belgian 

Law on Extradition of 1833, for the first time, stated that political offenders should not be 

extradited.159 

The topic of territorial asylum was first raised by the Commission on Human Rights in United 

Nations in its second session held in 1947 and proposals for an international bill or a separate 
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convention was raised.160 In 1952, proposals to include articles about right of asylum in a 

draft covenant on civil and political rights were rejected.161 

In 1959, El Salvador submitted a draft resolution in the Sixth Committee, whereby the 

Assembly would request the International Law Commission to undertake the codification of 

the principles and rules of international law relating to the right of asylum (A/C.6/L.443).162 

After years working on the right of asylum, by incorporating the Article 14 of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights as a basis, United Nations adopted the Declaration on 

Territorial Asylum in 1967.163  

After World War II, serious attempts were made to legalize a binding asylum convention on a 

global scale, however, an agreement could not be reached.164 The United Nations Conference 

on Territorial Asylum, in 1977, also did not achieve substantial progress in defining territorial 

asylum or improving the right.165 

When the numbers of people seeking asylum multiplied in the 1990s, the Convention system 

underwent a serious crisis.166 People were seeking an escape from poverty, political instability 

and, civil and/or international wars.167 Also, after 11 September 2001 events, United Nations 

strongly ensured that the right to political asylum should not be used as a way to create safe 

havens for terrorists.168 There is a wide consensus that the problems related to asylum can 

only be solved by establishing a concept of international cooperation and development.169 
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2. Right to Asylum 

Asylum means a person’s request for protection from a foreign state by their diplomatic 

representatives or consular offices, warships or state aircrafts of that foreign state, due to the 

pressures, prosecutions, and violations to their fundamental rights.170 Territorial asylum is the 

asylum that is granted within the country borders of the asylum seeker while extraterritorial 

asylum is the asylum that is granted outside of the country borders of the seeker.171 

On the other hand, asylum applications have been made from diplomatic representations, 

consular buildings, military facilities or military ships or aircrafts and other state vehicles 

which is an extraterritorial asylum and in this context, diplomatic asylum is a special view of 

extraterritorial asylum and refers to the type of asylum in areas where diplomacy and consular 

privileges are in question.172  

However, diplomatic asylum involves uncertainties beyond the controversy and political 

crises, because the person seeking asylum does not leave the prosecuting country and is 

seeking asylum from the diplomatic representation or consulate office of another state on the 

territory of the country.173 In this case, the states that grant asylum can easily violate the 

sovereign powers of the states, thus, applications can only be accepted if it has a basis under 

international law.174 

Right to diplomatic asylum can be understood in two different ways: the State’s right to grant 

asylum or an individual’s right for asylum.175 With the perspective of individual’s right to 

asylum which is based on human rights theory, it is concluded that seeking asylum is a ‘right’ 

that means to provide asylum to the individual who is in need of protection and that the state 

has some obligations to provide protection.176  
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The perception of asylum as part of state sovereignty is parallel to the national sovereignty 

which is one of the cornerstones of international law.177 The state accepts the person seeking 

asylum within the borders of the country where sovereign powers exercise the right to asylum, 

however, the state does not have an obligation to grant asylum.178 

a. Colombia v. Peru 

Victor Raid Haya de la Torre was a symbol in Peru and Latin America because of the chronic 

struggle for power between democratic political movements and authoritarian military 

leaders.179 Because he was a radical who was inspired by the Mexican and Russian 

revolutions, he was arrested and exiled.180 In 1924 while in Mexico in exile, he founded the 

Popular Revolutionary American Party (APRA), known as the Aprista movement.181 

In 1929, he formulated an independent theory for the development of “Indoamerica” where 

he alleged that foreign capital and management were necessary for the industrialization of 

Latin America.182 After getting charged for instigating military rebellion as a political leader 

in Peru, he applied for diplomatic asylum from Colombian Embassy in Lima on 3 January 

1949 and Columbia granted his request.183 

The subject was a dispute between Colombia and Peru and was taken to the International 

Court of Justice in 1950.184 The question in this dispute was, as the State granting the asylum, 

did Colombia have the authority to decide whether it was a political offence or a common 

crime.185 Another question was whether the territorial State was bound to afford the necessary 
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guarantees to enable the refugee to leave the country in safety.186 The Court, in its judgment 

on 20 November 1950, decided that Colombia did not have the authority to decide whether it 

was a political offence or a common crime.187 However, at the same time, it specified that 

Peru had not proved that Mr. Haya de la Torre was indeed a common criminal.188 Finally, the 

Court found that the diplomatic Asylum was a violation of the Havana Convention.189 On the 

same day when the judgment was delivered, Colombia filed a request for interpretation of the 

Judgment on the matter of whether the Judgment implied Colombia had to surrender the 

refugee to the Peruvian authorities.190 The Court found the question inadmissible.191 

b. Julian Assange 

Julian Assange is an Australian journalist, computer programmer, and activist.192 In 1991, he 

was charged with 31 counts of cybercrimes.193 However, because of his youth, he received 

only a small fine as punishment.194 In 2006, he started to work on a website called WikiLeaks, 

which was officially launched in 2007.195 It was running out of Sweden because of the 

country’s strong laws protecting the anonymity of a person.196  

In 2010, WikiLeaks posted almost half a million documents mainly relating to the U.S. on 

Afghanistan and Iraq, which was followed by publishing 250.000 confidential U.S. diplomatic 

cables.197 Also, in 2010, he was charged with rape and molestation.198 After his trial and 

appeal, the Supreme Court of the United Kingdom ruled he should have been extradited to 
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Sweden to face questioning.199 After this decision, in June 2012, Assange turned to the 

Ecuadorian embassy in London in order to seek refugee.200 He applied for asylum on the 

extradition to Sweden which could lead to eventual prosecution in the United States for the 

actions related to WikiLeaks and this would further lead a trial with death penalty.201 Same 

year in August, Ecuador granted asylum to Julian Assange, stating ‘there are fears his human 

rights might be violated if he is extradited.’202 

 

Image VII: Julian Assange at the Ecuadorian embassy203 

Since 2012, Julian Assange resides in the Ecuadorian embassy and has not left the building 

since.204 Even though the charges of sexual assault and rape were dropped in 2017, the U.K. 

warrant for his arrest on bail-jumping charges still remains and as long as he remains in the 

embassy, U.K. authorities cannot arrest him.205 
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On July 2018, United Kingdom and Ecuador confirmed that they were holding talks regarding 

the fate of Julian Assange.206 On October 2018, Julian Assange was given a set of house rules 

at the embassy which led him to reveal that he was going to take legal action against Ecuador, 

accusing it of violating his ‘fundamental rights and freedom.’207 

III. Fictional Scenarios 

1. Background 

The Republic of Felicé (hereinafter referred to as Felicé) and The Republic of Rosslia 

(hereinafter referred to as Rosslia) are neighboring countries with 800 kilometers of shared 

border. Felicé is a highly developed country with a long history and technical expertise in 

space exploration and exploitation, while Rosslia is a developing country with rich natural 

resources. 

Maya is the state-owned space station of Felicé, placed in a north-south polar orbit, since its 

launch on 1 June 2015. It has been operating for more than three years. On 1 October 2015, 

Felicé initiated a long-term national program “Mankind in Space”. The main aim with this 

program was to encourage its domestic private enterprises to provide private commercial 

spaceflight services in the international market.  

As a developing country with a high annual GDP growth rate, Rosslia set up a national plan 

for space, entitled as “Earth and Beyond” in early 2016. The initial goals of this plan were to 

focus on making extensive use of satellite technologies for various purposes and expanding 

the satellite market. 

Historically, dating back centuries, the relationship between these two neighboring countries 

has not been hostile because of border issues. However, their relationship has improved by a 

series of cooperative projects in various fields during recent years. Though, Felicé still 

considers Rosslia as a significant rival in the commercial space and a potential national 

security threat. 

On 1 April 2016, The Felicé Congress enacted the Export Act, which stipulated strict national 

license controls over nuclear materials, nuclear reactors and laser technology. Also, there was 

a special order to prohibit governmental space cooperation between the two states. 
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Implicating that the government of Felicé could not cooperate in any way with Rosslia or 

Rosslian owned companies in any space program. 

Felicé and Rosslia are member states of the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses 

of Outer Space (COPOUS) and actively take part in the discussions of COPOUS working 

groups concerning the space legal and technical issues. 

Both Felicé and Rosslia are Member States of the United Nations, State Parties to the 1967 

Outer Space Treaty, the 1968 Return and Rescue Agreement, the 1969 Vienna Convention on 

the Law of Treaties, the 1972 Liability Convention, and the 1975 Registration Convention. 

2. Solar Windstorm 

Corden Tech. Co. Ltd. (hereinafter referred to as “Corden”) is a satellite company which was 

founded in 2013, in Rosslia. Corden received the authorization certificate to conduct 

commercial launching services from Rosslian government facilities, soon after Rosslia 

initiated the Satellite Commercialization Development (SCD) project in 2016. Corden became 

the major enterprise appointed by the Rosslian government to undertake the SCD project. 

On 20 January 2017, Rosslia announced its plan which was to launch three satellites (Piratte-

series) as a part of the SCD plan. Main functions of the satellites were commercial 

telecommunications, disaster monitoring and medical data relaying services for areas that is 

conventional communications or other services was not available. 

On 15 January 2018, Piratte-1 was launched as the first scientific satellite from Rosslia. This 

satellite was placed in low Earth orbit (LEO) which is an elliptical orbit with a nominal 

average altitude of 600 kilometers. Piratte-1 had an in-orbit dimension of 3.25 meters (10.6 

feet) × 0.6 meter (2 feet) × 0.3 meter (1 feet) and a mass of 950 kilograms. The latest 

composite research achievement of Corden was the major structural material of Piratte-1. 

Piratte-1 marked the first operational use of the material which never been launched into outer 

space. The satellite was equipped with a capability either to de-orbit or to be maneuvered to a 

so-called “parking orbit” because of end-of-life mission planning purposes. Rosslia registered 

the satellite one month after the launch in national register and two months after the launch in 

United Nations register. 

On 18 May 2018, after four months of achieving full operational capability, Piratte-1 

suddenly ceased most of its functions including the de-orbit capability because of a rare solar 
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windstorm. Corden immediately reported this failure to the Rosslian Government and 

predicted there was a chance to re-orbit this barely functional satellite to a higher parking 

orbit. State Department spokesman of Rosslia held a press conference to inform the 

international community and announced that Corden was working on the repair of the system 

to boost it to a different orbit which was not going to pose a threat to the space traffic and 

would protect the space environment by reducing the risks of a collision.  

However, on 25 May 2018, the Rosslian government announced that Corden was unable to 

repair the power and the thermal systems of Piratte-1. Thus, an attempt to boost the satellite in 

a parking orbit was unsuccessful. After this failed attempt, Corden informed Rosslia that the 

uncontrolled Piratte-1 was going to collide with Maya Space Station, which was located 

almost at the same altitude with Piratte-1. Afterwards, Rosslia, once again, held a press 

conference to report that the probability of collision would be higher if there would be an 

attempt with another Rosslian spacecraft to capture the satellite because of its fragility.  

The country of Moslo, as it describes itself, is a permanently neutral state. It is a highly 

advanced country in space technologies. Even though Rosslia and Moslo do not have any 

diplomatic relations, Moslo Space Traffic Monitoring and Awareness Center (Moslo Center) 

kept close track of Piratte-1 before and after the malfunction. On 28 May 2018, Moslo Center 

reported and confirmed the report from Rosslia which stated the collision risks to the Maya 

Space Station. After several announcements from Rosslia and Moslo, Felicé immediately set 

up its own panel and started to investigate the threat of the collision and risks. On 15 June 

2018, Felicé reported its findings which revealed that the conjunction of orbits of Piratte-1 

and Maya was within 2 kilometers in LEO and there was a significant probability for a 

catastrophic collision.  

After discussions through diplomatic channels between Felicé and Rosslia, on 30 June 2018, 

Rosslia announced “The Republic of Rosslia is unable to resolve the malfunction of Piratte-1 

and declares that the spacecraft is a derelict object.” Later that day, the defense minister of 

Felicé held a press conference and announced, “The Felicé government considers the Piratte-

1 satellite to be abandoned and Felicé will physically remove Piratte-1 from its current orbit 

with the latest advanced robotic seizing and removing technologies, which will be 

implemented as part of its upcoming manned space flight.”  



              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

34 

Journey Travel Services Ltd. (hereinafter referred to as “Journey”) is a company registered in 

Moslo which has its principal office in Felicé. After several successful trials launched from 

the Felicé spaceport, Journey successfully unveiled its first commercial spacecraft, Reuter, in 

February 2016. On 1 January 2018, Journey selected two people for the debut launch of 

Reuter, a Moslon citizen Ms. Natalia Smith and a Rosslian citizen Mr. John, from a number of 

applicants with a commander, an astronaut named Mr. Luigi Fisher from Felicé.  

Ms. Smith is a well-known scientist who has won the National Science and Technology 

Award in 2013. Therefore, the Moslon government provided full funding for her to take the 

first trip of Reuter to space. Mr. Alden is the CEO of the largest oil company of Rosslia and 

he paid for the space ride. The commander of Reuter, Mr.Fisher is a former worker of the 

Ministry of National Defense of Felicé from 2010 to 2016. He served as chief program 

director and engineer in charge of Felicé’s Anti-Satellite Weapons (ASAT) project. 

On 1 August 2018, the Felicé government signed a contract with Journey which stated that 

Reuter was going to remove Piratte-1 with latest robotic seizing and removing technologies 

which would be provided by Felicé Space Agency. In addition, Journey would provide the 

launching services for two Felicé satellites. 

On 1 January 2019, Reuter was launched from the Felicé spaceport and successfully reached 

the Piratte-1 satellite. On January 3rd, Mr. Fisher started to operate the satellite removing 

system which consisted of a grappling arm. Unfortunately, during the grappling process, the 

composite structural material of Piratte-1 did not withstand the grappling and the satellite 

broke into two segments. One of the segments could be captured and de-orbited, however, the 

other segment could not, which remained in the orbit and posed a collision risk to Maya, 

Reuter and other space objects. Following this failure, on the same day, after consulting the 

flight control center on the ground, Commander Fisher decided to activate the Global-

Orbiting Deviation Apparatus (GODA)208 Laser Satellite Removal System which was 

equipped by the Ministry of National Defense of Felicé, in the Reuter, before its launch. 

On 4 January 2019, GODA fired a continuous beam on the remaining piece of Piratte-1 which 

caused an explosion with a cascade of debris fragments. Several minutes later, one of these 

                                                           
208 GODA is a directed energy continuous wave (CW) laser.  As designed for use by Couleur, the laser was 

intended to cause a slight adjustment in the orbit of a target satellite, which would increase drag and ultimately 
result in the spacecraft re-entering the atmosphere and burning up.  
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debris’ collided with Reuter and caused a serious damage to its communications and flight 

control systems. Commander Fisher decided to urgently land in Felicé spaceport with the 

permission from Journey. However, because of the lack of communications ability and 

reduced maneuverability he could not achieve the correct orientation. 

The Reuter was unable to land at the Felicé spaceport because of the damage its 

communications apparatus which prevented to achieve correct orientation. Without sufficient 

communication system, Commander Fisher decided to land in the territory of Rosslia.  Reuter 

successfully touched down beside Lake Merlo, a populated Rosslian tourist destination in the 

south. Fortunately, the three crew members were okay. Unfortunately, some spacecraft shell 

which was damaged by the space debris’, detached and hit a campsite near Lake Merlo, 

destroying the buildings near the lake and causing the death of a Rosslian, Mr. Frank 

Grahame, who was on holiday with his daughter Daisy.  

On 6 January 2019, Felicé immediately wrote a diplomatic note to the Rosslia and demanded 

the return of the Reuter spacecraft, Commander Fisher and Ms.Smith. 

A Rosslian Rescue and Recovery Team located and reached the site of Reuter within 18 

hours. Meanwhile, the Rosslian Foreign Minister issued a formal statement that the Rosslian 

Government strongly condemned the GODA Laser as a weapon of mass destruction and 

stated its beliefs that such a weapon must be powered by nuclear power. Therefore, Rosslia 

evacuated all the persons within 300 kilometer radius of the Lake. Three people in the cabin 

were rescued and sent to the hospital for medical treatment. The Reuter spacecraft was tested 

and there was no leak detected. Thus, one month later, the evacuation order was lifted. 

On 11 January 2019, as a response to the diplomatic note of Felicé, the Rosslian Foreign 

Ministry spokesman Ms.Pompeo announced that the landing caused the loss of life of another 

citizen, Mr. Tasker, who was near the site and witnessed the landing which caused him to 

have a heart attack. In addition, she stated, GODA Laser System was an illegal weapon and 

Rosslian government had the right to fully examine it no matter how long it took. Further, Mr. 

Alden had to be sent to the Rosslian Hospital, Commander Fisher would be held for pending 

criminal charges and Ms. Smith would be returned after Felicé reimbursed for the costs and 

damages incurred as a result of Reuter’s illegal acts. These are the costs of recovery of the 

spacecraft, rescue costs and medical expenses for the personnel of the spacecraft and also the 
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costs of the evacuation of Lake Merlo, and the deaths of Rosslians, including both Mr. 

Grahame and Mr. Tasker. 

On 12 January 2019, the Moslon press released a signed declaration by Commander Fisher 

which was leaked to the Moslon press. According to the declaration, Commander Fisher 

asked for political asylum and refused to return to Felicé, however, did not give any reasons. 

Felicé insisted on the return of Commander Fisher and stated he was being held against his 

will because of the knowledge he had after his service in the Felicé Ministry of National 

Defense. On January 20th, the Felicé President made an announcement which condemned 

Rosslia’s detention of commander of Reuter as a violation of international law, and she 

demanded his return without any precondition.   

On 1 February 2019, International Reference News Observation (IRNO), One of the privately 

owned newspaper of Moslo, reported that after the landing of Reuter, a representative of the 

Rosslian National Defense Department, Ms. Tore, secretly made an agreement with Mr. 

Fisher and promised him to drop all the criminal charges and to provide him a key position in 

the Rosslian Space Research Institute (RSRI) with rewards. In return, he was to develop for 

Rosslia’s National Defense Department, including nuclear power systems, spacecraft 

navigation systems, and laser ASAT systems. IRNO further reported that Mr. Fisher had 

accepted the offer, and signed an internal confidential agreement with RSRI. 

3. Application to the International Court of Justice 

After several months, following diplomatic negotiations, Rosslia released Ms. Smith to Felicé. 

However, negotiations between the States for the return of Commander Fisher and the Reuter 

spacecraft did not reach to an end. The parties, then, decided to take the problem to the 

International Court of Justice. On 5 February 2019, the Parties sent a joint notification with a 

special agreement pursuant to the Article 36(1) of the Statute of the International Court of 

Justice which included provisions concerning that the Parties are accepting the jurisdiction of 

the Court on this case. The case ‘Space Accident and Political Asylum (The Republic of Felicé 

v. The Republic of Rosslia) was registered in the ICJ registry on 7 February 2019. In this case, 

it as appropriate to assume that the Republic of Felicé is the Applicant Party while the 

Republic of Rosslia is the Respondent. 
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4. Timeline of Major Events 

June 1st, 2015 – Felicé launched the Maya space station; 

October 1st, 2015 – Felicé initiated the “Mankind in Space” Program; 

Early 2016- Rosslia set up the “Earth and Beyond” Plan;  

April 1st, 2016 – Felicé Congress enacted The Export Act and a special prohibition order; 

January 15th, 2018 – Corden launched the first scientific satellite (Piratte-1); 

May 18th, 2018 – Piratte-1 suddenly ceased most of its functions; 

May 25th, 2018 – Rosslia announced that Corden was unable to boost Piratte-1; 

May 28th, 2018 - Moslo Center confirmed the possible collision information; 

June 15th, 2018 – A panel reported its findings on a high probability of collision; 

June 30th, 2018 – Felicé government decided to physically remove Piratte-1; 

August 1st, 2018 – Felicé government signed a contract with Journey; 

January 1st, 2019 – Reuter was launched from the Felicé spaceport; 

January 3rd, 2019 – Piratte-1 collapsed into two pieces during the grappling process; 

January 4th, 2019 – GODA Laser fired a continuous beam on the remaining piece of Piratte-1; 

Reuter was struck by a debris fragment; the Reuter failed to land in the territory of Felicé and 

Commander Fisher decided to land in the territory of Rosslia; 

January 6th, 2019 – Felicé issued a diplomatic note to Rosslia; 

January 11th, 2019 – Rosslian Foreign Ministry spokesman made an announcement; 

January 12th, 2019 – Moslon press published Commander Fisher’s declaration; 

January 20th, 2019 – Felicé demanded the return of Commander Fisher without precondition; 

February 1st, 2019 – IRNO released a report. 
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5. Claims 

Claims of the Republic of Felicé 

● Rosslia violated international law by refusing to return Reuter and Commander Fisher 

to Felicé and refusing the earlier return of Ms. Smith to Felicé 

● Rosslia further violated international law by not promptly returning Ms. Smith and 

detaining her for reimbursement. Furthermore the detention of Ms. Smith was 

arbitrary which also prohibits her to have her fundamental human right 

● The grant of asylum to the Commander Fisher was illegal because the landing was 

unintentional which involved distress and emergency and he should have been 

returned immediately  

● Rosslia is liable under international law for the damage to Reuter as the launching 

state and their liability is based on fault, thus they are required to compensate the 

damage 

● Rosslia breached the international law by declaring Piratte-1 as a derelict object as it 

violates the non-contamination principle and due regard principle. Furthermore 

Rosslia breached the principle of international consultation 

● Rosslia breached relevant general international law principles such as the principle of 

international cooperation by refusing to return the personnel and space object to the 

Republic of Felicé 

● Felicé is not liable under international law for the costs of recovery, the rescue and 

medical expenses for Commander Fisher, the costs of the Evacuation of lake Merlo 

and the deaths of Mr. Grahame and Mr.Tasker because Rosslia was fully aware of the 

its obligations while launching Piratte-1 to outer space and it is clear that their actions 

instance of gross negligence 

● Felicé’s use of the GODA Laser Satellite Removal System does not breach the article 

IV of the Outer Space Treaty since the system is not a weapon of mass destruction 
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Claims of the Republic of Rosslia 

● Rosslia acted in conformity with international law by refusing to return the Reuter and 

Commander Fisher and refusing the earlier return of Ms. Smith to Felicé 

● The Reuter was a hazardous object because of the GODA Laser system which landed 

in Rosslian territory and has a right to refuse to return, thus Rosslia acted in 

conformity with international law by refusing to return the Reuter 

● Rosslia has grounds to believe that GODA Laser System is being powerd via nuclear 

pumping due to the need of a high accuracy emitting directed energy and thus a 

weapon of mass destruction, which violates the international law 

● Rosslia’s refusal to return Commander Fisher to Felicé is not a breach in international 

law because the landing was neither due to accident, distress or emergency nor 

unintended and Rosslia granted Fisher political asylum after his request 

● The return of Ms. Smith was due time and does not violate international law 

● Rosslia is not liable for the damage to the Reuter because the damage was not caused 

by Piratte-1 and Rosslia was not at fault because Rosslia was acting under force 

majeure and exhausted all appropriate means to mitigate the situation  

● Felicé is liable under international law for the costs of recovery of the Reuter, the 

rescue and medical expenses for Commander Fisher, the Costs of the Evacuation of 

Lake Merlo, and the Deaths of both Mr. Grahame and Mr.Tasker and thus Felicé is 

required to compensate 

 

 

 

 

 

 



              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

40 

C. CONCLUSION 

 

Rosslia and Felicé are two neighboring countries with a large shared border. For centuries 

their relationship was hostile because of border issues and now their relationship is worsening 

because of a dispute over space industry. When a solar storm damaged the Piratte-1 in outer 

space, Felicé sent a crewed spacecraft in order to re-orbit the damaged Piratte-1. 

Unfortunately, the pieces from Piratte-1 also damaged the Reuter, the crewed spacecraft, and 

the commander of that spacecraft used a technology with a laser system to remove Piratte-1. 

After the removal, the Reuter returned the Earth and landed in a Rosslian territory. This 

landing caused deaths of two people and environmental damage. Rosslian Government 

granted the commander asylum and refuses to return the Reuter. 

 

International Court of Justice will ensure justice after hearing the claims of the Applicant and 

the Respondent party and after discussing upon the pieces of evidence. For this case, the 

judges of the International Court of justice will determine that whether the Respondent Party 

violated international law by refusing to return Reuter and Commander to the Applicant and 

whether the Applicant Party is liable under international law for the costs of recovery of 

Reuter and the deaths of two people. The outcomes of this case will be a milestone for 

international space law seeing that the Court will decide on the extent of the Liability 

Convention, Rescue Agreement and the Outer Space Treaty. 
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D.  APPLICABLE LAW  

I.  Treaties and Conventions 

a. Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration 

and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies 

Commonly ‘Outer Space Treaty’ was considered by the Legal Subcommittee in 1966 and 

adopted in the same year in the General Assembly in resolution 2222 (XXI) which entered 

into force in 1967.209 Outer Space Treaty was largely based on the Declaration of Legal 

Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space 

(Resolution 1962 (XVIII)) and provides the basic framework on international law. 

1. Article III 

Article III of the Outer Space Treaty as follows: 

“States Parties to the Treaty shall carry on activities in the exploration and use of outer 

space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, in accordance with international law, 

including the Charter of the United Nations, in the interest of maintaining international peace 

and security and promoting international co-operation and understanding.”210 

Article III establishes a lex specialis- lex generalis relationship where the disputes are directly 

addressed by space law with incorporating Outer Space Treaty within the public international 

law.211 

2. Article IV 

Article IV as follows: 

                                                           
209 United Nations, Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer 

Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, available at: 
http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/introouterspacetreaty.html (last accessed on 13 
December 2018) 
210 Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including 

the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, Article III 
211 Oxford Research Encyclopedias, Planetary Science, available at: 

http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-
9780190647926-e-43 (last accessed on 25 November 2018) 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/introouterspacetreaty.html
http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-9780190647926-e-43
http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-9780190647926-e-43
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“States Parties to the Treaty undertake not to place in orbit around the earth any objects 

carrying nuclear weapons or any other kinds of weapons of mass destruction, install such 

weapons on celestial bodies, or station such weapons in outer space in any other manner. 

The moon and other celestial bodies shall be used by all States Parties to the Treaty 

exclusively for peaceful purposes. The establishment of military bases, installations and 

fortifications, the testing of any type of weapons and the conduct of military manoeuvres on 

celestial bodies shall be forbidden. The use of military personnel for scientific research or for 

any other peaceful purposes shall not be prohibited. The use of any equipment or facility 

necessary for peaceful exploration of the moon and other celestial bodies shall also not be 

prohibited.”212 

Article IV is a provision regarding disarmament and security which prohibits any kind of 

mass destruction weapon and nuclear weapons to station these weapons in outer space.213  

National militaries have used outer space for military purposes since the beginning of the 

space age and negotiation of the Outer Space Treaty was at a time of tensions between global 

“cold war” superpowers.214 Thus, Article IV is mainly about de-weaponizing the space 

domain and not about completely de-militarizing space.215 

3. Article V 

Article V reads as: 

“States Parties to the Treaty shall regard astronauts as envoys of mankind in outer space and 

shall render to them all possible assistance in the event of accident, distress, or emergency 

landing on the territory of another State Party or on the high seas. When astronauts make 

such a landing, they shall be safely and promptly returned to the State of registry of their 

space vehicle. 

In carrying on activities in outer space and on celestial bodies, the astronauts of one State 

Party shall render all possible assistance to the astronauts of other States Parties. 

                                                           
212 Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including 

the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, Article IV 
213 Oxford Research Encyclopedias, Planetary Science, available at: 

http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-
9780190647926-e-43 (last accessed on 25 November 2018) 
214 Ibid. 
215 Ibid. 

http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-9780190647926-e-43
http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-9780190647926-e-43
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States Parties to the Treaty shall immediately inform the other States Parties to the Treaty or 

the Secretary-General of the United Nations of any phenomena they discover in outer space, 

including the moon and other celestial bodies, which could constitute a danger to the life or 

health of astronauts.”216 

Article V is a protection for astronauts which requires that states shall give them protection 

and assistance in emergency situations and also requires states to inform UN where a space 

phenomenon might endanger the astronauts.217 

4. Article VI  

Article VI as follows: 

“States Parties to the Treaty shall bear international responsibility for national activities in 

outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, whether such activities are 

carried on by governmental agencies or by non-governmental entities, and for assuring that 

national activities are carried out in conformity with the provisions set forth in the present 

Treaty. The activities of non-governmental entities in outer space, including the moon and 

other celestial bodies, shall require authorization and continuing supervision by the 

appropriate State Party to the Treaty. When activities are carried on in outer space, including 

the moon and other celestial bodies, by an international organization, responsibility for 

compliance with this Treaty shall be borne both by the international organization and by the 

States Parties to the Treaty participating in such organization.”218 

Article VI creates a very crucial responsibility to all actors in space whether it is governments 

or not.219 This article in conjunction with Article VII also makes sovereign states the final and 

ultimate responsible entity for all activities.220 

                                                           
216 Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including 

the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, Article V 
217 Oxford Research Encyclopedias, Planetary Science, available at: 

http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-
9780190647926-e-43 (last accessed on 25 November 2018) 
218 Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including 

the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, Article VI 
219 Oxford Research Encyclopedias, Planetary Science, available at: 

http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-
9780190647926-e-43 (last accessed on 25 November 2018) 
220 Ibid 

http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-9780190647926-e-43
http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-9780190647926-e-43
http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-9780190647926-e-43
http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-9780190647926-e-43


              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

44 

5. Article VII 

Article VII reads as: 

“Each State Party to the Treaty that launches or procures the launching of an object into 

outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, and each State Party from whose 

territory or facility an object is launched, is internationally liable for damage to another State 

Party to the Treaty or to its natural or juridical persons by such object or its component parts 

on the Earth, in air or in outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies.”221 

According to the Article VII, each launching state is internationally responsible for the 

damage to any other state party to the treaty whether it is caused by the launched space object 

or its parts.222 This damage may occur in the Earth, in airspace or outer space.223 

6. Article VIII 

Article VIII as follows: 

“A State Party to the Treaty on whose registry an object launched into outer space is carried 

shall retain jurisdiction and control over such object, and over any personnel thereof, while 

in outer space or on a celestial body. Ownership of objects launched into outer space, 

including objects landed or constructed on a celestial body, and of their component parts, is 

not affected by their presence in outer space or on a celestial body or by their return to the 

Earth. Such objects or component parts found beyond the limits of the State Party to the 

Treaty on whose registry they are carried shall be returned to that State Party, which shall, 

upon request, furnish identifying data prior to their return.”224 

This article focuses on the important jurisdictional link between states and their space objects 

in outer space.225 Jurisdiction is the power of a state to create laws, hear claims and settle 

                                                           
221 Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including 

the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, Article VII 
222  Oxford Research Encyclopedias, Planetary Science, available at: 

http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-
9780190647926-e-43 (last accessed on 25 November 2018) 
223 Ibid. 
224 Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including 

the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, Article VIII 
225 Oxford Research Encyclopedias, Planetary Science, available at: 

http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-
9780190647926-e-43 (last accessed on 25 November 2018) 

http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-9780190647926-e-43
http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-9780190647926-e-43
http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-9780190647926-e-43
http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-9780190647926-e-43
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disputes, and enforce its laws and judicial decisions which can be in personam (the person), in 

rem (an object itself), and quasi in rem (interests in the object) jurisdiction.226  

7. Article IX 

Article IX as follows: 

“In the exploration and use of outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, 

States Parties to the Treaty shall be guided by the principle of co-operation and mutual 

assistance and shall conduct all their activities in outer space, including the moon and other 

celestial bodies, with due regard to the corresponding interests of all other States Parties to 

the Treaty. States Parties to the Treaty shall pursue studies of outer space, including the 

moon and other celestial bodies, and conduct exploration of them so as to avoid their harmful 

contamination and also adverse changes in the environment of the Earth resulting from the 

introduction of extraterrestrial matter and, where necessary, shall adopt appropriate 

measures for this purpose. If a State Party to the Treaty has reason to believe that an activity 

or experiment planned by it or its nationals in outer space, including the moon and other 

celestial bodies, would cause potentially harmful interference with activities of other States 

Parties in the peaceful exploration and use of outer space, including the moon and other 

celestial bodies, it shall undertake appropriate international consultations before proceeding 

with any such activity or experiment. A State Party to the Treaty which has reason to believe 

that an activity or experiment planned by another State Party in outer space, including the 

moon and other celestial bodies, would cause potentially harmful interference with activities 

in the peaceful exploration and use of outer space, including the moon and other celestial 

bodies, may request consultation concerning the activity or experiment.”227 

Article IX addresses environmental issues, including terrestrial and extraterrestrial 

environmental issues.228 It also speaks of states observing principles of cooperation and 

                                                           
226 Ibid. 
227 Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including 

the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, Article IX 
228 Oxford Research Encyclopedias, Planetary Science, available at: 

http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-
9780190647926-e-43 (last accessed on 25 November 2018) 

http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-9780190647926-e-43
http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-9780190647926-e-43
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mutual assistance. 229 Furthermore this article provides for undertaking necessary international 

consultations before proceeding with activities that can cause harm.230 

b. Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and Return of 

Objects Launched into Outer Space 

Commonly ‘The Rescue Agreement’ was considered by the Legal Subcommittee from 1962 to 

1967 and was adopted in General Assembly in 1967 (resolution 2345 (XXII)) which entered 

into force in December 1968.231 The Rescue Agreement elaborates on elements of article 5 

and 8 of the Outer Space Treaty and provides that states shall take all possible steps to rescue 

and assist astronauts in distress.232 

1. Article 2 

Article 2 as follows: 

“If, owing to accident, distress, emergency or unintended landing, the personnel of a 

spacecraft land in territory under the jurisdiction of a Contracting Party, it shall immediately 

take all possible steps to rescue them and render them all necessary assistance. It shall inform 

the launching authority and also the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the steps it is 

taking and of their progress. If assistance by the launching authority would help to effect a 

prompt rescue or would contribute substantially to the effectiveness of search and rescue 

operations, the launching authority shall cooperate with the Contracting Party with a view to 

the effective conduct of search and rescue operations. Such operations shall be subject to the 

direction and control of the Contracting Party, which shall act in close and continuing 

consultation with the launching authority.”233 

                                                           
229 Ibid. 
230Brünner, Christian and Soucek, Alexander, Outer Space in Society, Politics and Law, (2011)-Springer-Verlag 

Wien  
231 United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs, Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of 

Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched into Outer Space, available at: 
http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/introrescueagreement.html (last accessed on 13 
December 2018) 
232 Ibid. 
233 Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and Return of Objects Launched into 

Outer Space, Article 2 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/introrescueagreement.html
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Article 2 states that a Contracting Party must provide assistance to the astronauts who have 

landed in its territory.234 The controversy of this article is that the states should take “all 

responsible steps” to rescue to the persons that landed in their territory without consent.235 

2. Article 3 

Article III as follows: 

“If information is received or it is discovered that the personnel of a spacecraft have alighted 

on the high seas or in any other place not under the jurisdiction of any State, those 

Contracting Parties which are in a position to do so shall, if necessary, extend assistance in 

search and rescue operations for such personnel to assure their speedy rescue. They shall 

inform the launching authority and the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the steps 

they are taking and of their progress.”236 

Article 3 is about the rescue of the astronauts who have landed on the high seas or in any 

other place not under the jurisdiction of any state.237 The phrase ‘if necessary’ makes clear 

that no duty arises where the landing is made in a planned recovery area on the high seas.238 

3. Article 4 

Article IV of the Rescue Agreement as follows: 

“If, owing to accident, distress, emergency or unintended landing, the personnel of a 

spacecraft land in territory under the jurisdiction of a Contracting Party or have been found 

on the high seas or in any other place, not under the jurisdiction of any State, they shall be 

safely and promptly returned to representatives of the launching authority.”239 

                                                           
234 Paul G. Dembling ,Daniel M. Arons, The Treaty on Rescue and Return of Astronauts and Space Objects, at 

p.645 
235 Ibid. 
236 Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and Return of Objects Launched into 

Outer Space, Article 3 
237 Paul G. Dembling ,Daniel M. Arons, The Treaty on Rescue and Return of Astronauts and Space Objects, at  

p.649 
238 Ibid. 
239 Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and Return of Objects Launched into 

Outer Space, Article 4 
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Article 4 obliges any state to return the astronauts "safely and promptly" to the launching 

authority.240 

4. Article 5  

Article V of the Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and Return 

of Objects Launched into Outer Space as follows: 

“1. Each Contracting Party which receives information or discovers that a space object or its 

component parts has returned to Earth in territory under its jurisdiction or on the high seas 

or in any other place not under the jurisdiction of any State, shall notify the launching 

authority and the Secretary-General of the United Nations.  

2. Each Contracting Party having jurisdiction over the territory on which a space object or its 

component parts has been discovered shall, upon the request of the launching authority and 

with assistance from that authority if requested, take such steps as it finds practicable to 

recover the object or component parts.  

3. Upon request of the launching authority, objects launched into outer space or their 

component parts found beyond the territorial limits of the launching authority shall be 

returned to or held at the disposal of representatives of the launching authority, which shall, 

upon request, furnish identifying data prior to their return.  

4. Notwithstanding paragraphs 2 and 3 of this article, a Contracting Party which has reason 

to believe that a space object or its component parts discovered in territory under its 

jurisdiction, or recovered by it elsewhere, is of a hazardous or deleterious nature may so 

notify the launching authority, which shall immediately take effective steps, under the 

direction and control of the said Contracting Party, to eliminate possible danger of harm.  

5. Expenses incurred in fulfilling obligations to recover and return a space object or its 

component parts under paragraphs 2 and 3 of this article shall be borne by the launching 

authority.”241 

Article 5 deals with the issue of space objects that have suffered from accident and landed 

partially or as a whole to the Earth.242 First paragraph imposes a duty to the Contracting Party 

                                                           
240 Frans G. von der Dunk, A Sleeping Beauty Awakens: The 1968 Rescue Agreement after Forty Years, at  p.423 

 
241 Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and Return of Objects Launched into 

Outer Space, Article V 
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to notify the launching authority and the UN Secretary-General about the parts that came 

down to its territory.243 Paragraph 2 states that the recovery of the space object is an 

obligation only with the request of the launching authority.244 Presumably no request will 

made if the object has little or no value.245 

Paragraph 3 not only covers the return of objects which have landed on the territory of a 

Contracting Party, it also covers the return of the objects that landed on the high seas.246 

Paragraph 4 focuses on a somewhat different issue by imposing an obligation upon the 

launching authority to effectively mitigate “possible danger of harm”247 If a Contracting 

Party has reasons to believe the component parts are hazardous, it does not need to take the 

action required under the Paragraphs 2 and 3.248 Instead, it may notify the launching authority 

to any possible danger or harm.249 

Last paragraph states that the launching authority to bear the costs for recovery and return 

operations of a space object.250  

5. Article 6  

Article 6 reads as: 

“For the purposes of this Agreement, the term “launching authority” shall refer to the State 

responsible for launching, or, where an international intergovernmental organization is 

responsible for launching, that organization, provided that that organization declares its 

acceptance of the rights and obligations provided for in this Agreement and a majority of the 

States members of that organization are Contracting Parties to this Agreement and to the 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
242 Frans G. von der Dunk, A Sleeping Beauty Awakens: The 1968 Rescue Agreement after Forty Years, at p.424 
243 Paul G. Dembling ,Daniel M. Arons, The Treaty on Rescue and Return of Astronauts and Space Objects, at 

p.653 
244 Paul G. Dembling ,Daniel M. Arons, The Treaty on Rescue and Return of Astronauts and Space Objects,at  

p.654 
245 Ibid. 
246 Ibid., at  p.655 
247 Frans G. von der Dunk, A Sleeping Beauty Awakens: The 1968 Rescue Agreement after Forty Years, at p.425 
248 Paul G. Dembling ,Daniel M. Arons, The Treaty on Rescue and Return of Astronauts and Space Objects, at 

p.656 
249Ibid. 
250 Frans G. von der Dunk, A Sleeping Beauty Awakens: The 1968 Rescue Agreement after Forty Years, at p.425 
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Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer 

Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies.”251 

Under Article 6, a Contracting Party must deal directly with the international organization that 

has become entitled to the rights conferred by the Agreement.252 

c. Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects 

Commonly ‘Liability Convention’ was considered by the Legal Subcommittee from 1963 to 

1967 and an agreement was reached in General Assembly in 1971 (resolution 2777 (XXVI)) 

which entered into force in 1972.253 This Convention elaborates the Article 7 of the Outer 

Space Treaty and provides that a launching state shall be absolutely liable to pay 

compensation for damage.254 

1. Article I 

Article I of Liability Convention as follows:  

“For the purposes of this Convention: 

(a) The term “damage” means loss of life, personal injury or other impairment of health; or 

loss of or damage to property of States or of persons, natural or juridical, or property of 

international intergovernmental organizations; 

(b) The term “launching” includes attempted launching; 

(c) The term “launching State” means: (i) A State which launches or procures the launching 

of a space object; (ii) A State from whose territory or facility a space object is launched; 

(d) The term “space object” includes component parts of a space object as well as its launch 

vehicle and parts thereof.”255 

                                                           
251 Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and Return of Objects Launched into 

Outer Space, Article 6 
252 Paul G. Dembling ,Daniel M. Arons, The Treaty on Rescue and Return of Astronauts and Space Objects, at 

p.659 
253 United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs, Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by 

Space Objects, available at: http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/introliability-
convention.html (last accessed on 13 December 2018) 
254 Ibid. 
255 Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects, Article I 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/introliability-convention.html
http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/introliability-convention.html
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This convention starts off with definitions of damage, launching, launching state and space 

object.256 

2. Article II  

Article II as follows: 

“A launching State shall be absolutely liable to pay compensation for damage caused by its 

space object on the surface of the Earth or to aircraft in flight.”257 

Article II provides for the payment of compensation to the foregoing concept to damage 

caused on the surface of the Earth.258 

3. Article III  

Article III as follows: 

“In the event of damage being caused elsewhere than on the surface of the Earth to a space 

object of one launching State or to persons or property on board such a space object by a 

space object of another launching State, the latter shall be liable only if the damage is due to 

its fault or the fault of persons for whom it is responsible.”259 

Article III provides for the payment of compensation for damaged if the harm caused 

elsewhere than the Earth to a space object of one launching state or to persons or property on 

board such a space object by a space object of another launching state.260Also this article 

stipulates a fault-based liability of the harming state.261 

4. Article VI  

Article VI as follows: 

“1. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2 of this article, exoneration from absolute liability 

shall be granted to the extent that a launching State establishes that the damage has resulted 

                                                           
256 Brünner, Christian & Soucek, Alexander, Outer Space in Society, Politics and Law, (2011), Springer-Verlag 

Wien, pp.240-241 
257 Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects, Article II 
258 Christol, C. (1980). International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects. American Journal of 

International Law, 74(2), at pp. 346-37 
259 Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects, Article III 
260 Christol, C. (1980). International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects. American Journal of 

International Law, 74(2), at pp.346-37 
261Brünner, Christian & Soucek, Alexander, Outer Space in Society, Politics and Law, (2011), Springer-Verlag 

Wien p.242 
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either wholly or partially from gross negligence or from an act or omission done with intent 

to cause damage on the part of a claimant State or of natural or juridical persons it 

represents.  

2. No exoneration whatever shall be granted in cases where the damage has resulted from 

activities conducted by a launching State which are not in conformity with international law 

including, in particular, the Charter of the United Nations and the Treaty on Principles 

Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the 

Moon and Other Celestial Bodies.”262 

Article VI imposes absolute liability on the launching state for damage by its space object on 

the surface of the Earth or to aircraft in flight.263 

Paragraph 1 exonerates the launching state if it can establish the damage has resulted either 

wholly or partially from gross negligence or from an act or omission done with intent to cause 

damage on the part of a claimant State264 

Paragraph 2 imposes a stricter international liability for damage resulting from violation of its 

mandate on conduct than has resulted from activities conducted by a launching state.265 

5. Article VIII  

The relevant part of the Article VIII as follows: 

“1. A State which suffers damage, or whose natural or juridical persons suffer damage, may 

present to a launching State a claim for compensation for such damage.  

…”266 

Article VIII ensures that a state that is suffering damage or whose nationals suffer damage has 

the primary right to claim compensation.267 

6. Article XII  

                                                           
262 Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects, Article VI 
263 Christol, C. (1980). International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects. American Journal of 

International Law, 74(2),at pp. 346-37 
264 Ibid. 
265 Ibid. 
266 Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects, Article VIII 
267 Dunk, Frans Von Der &Tronchetti, Fabio, Handbook of Space Law, (2015), Edward Elgar Pub  
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Article XII as follows: 

“The compensation which the launching State shall be liable to pay for damage under this 

Convention shall be determined in accordance with international law and the principles of 

justice and equity, in order to provide such reparation in respect of the damage as will 

restore the person, natural or juridical, State or international organization on whose behalf 

the claim is presented to the condition which would have existed if the damage had not 

occurred.”268 

7. Article XXI 

Article XXI as follows:  

“If the damage caused by a space object presents a large-scale danger to human life or 

seriously interferes with the living conditions of the population or the functioning of vital 

centres, the States Parties, and in particular the launching State, shall examine the possibility 

of rendering appropriate and rapid assistance to the State which has suffered the damage, 

when it so requests. However, nothing in this article shall affect the rights or obligations of 

the States Parties under this Convention.”269 

d.  Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other Celestial 

Bodies 

After 7 years of consideration and elaboration, ‘The Moon Agreement’ was adopted by the 

General Assembly in 1979 in resolution 34/68.270 However it entered into force in July 1984. 

The Agreement reaffirms and elaborates on many of the provisions of the Outer Space Treaty 

as applied to the Moon and other celestial bodies, providing that those bodies should be used 

exclusively for peaceful purposes.271 

1. Article 1  

The relevant part of Article 1 of the Moon Treaty as follows: 

                                                           
268 Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects, Article XII 
269 Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and Return of Objects Launched into 

Outer Space, Article XXI 
270United Nations Office for Outer Space Treaty, Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and 

Other Celestial Bodies available at: http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/intromoon-
agreement.html 
271 Ibid. 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/moon-agreement.html
http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/intromoon-agreement.html
http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/intromoon-agreement.html
http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/intromoon-agreement.html
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“1. The provisions of this Agreement relating to the Moon shall also apply to other celestial 

bodies within the solar system, other than the Earth, except insofar as specific legal norms 

enter into force with respect to any of these celestial bodies. 

…”272 

Article 1, does allow for the option to develop specific rules for celestial bodies in the solar 

system other than the moon.273  

2. Article 2  

Article 2 as follows: 

“All activities on the Moon, including its exploration and use, shall be carried out in 

accordance with international law, in particular the Charter of the United Nations, and 

taking into account the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly 

Relations and Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter of the United 

Nations,5 adopted by the General Assembly on 24 October 1970, in the interest of 

maintaining international peace and security and promoting international cooperation and 

mutual understanding, and with due regard to the corresponding interests of all other States 

Parties.”274 

Article 2 states that all activities on the Moon, explicitly including use and implicitly 

including exploitation, must be in conformity with international law and also shall be 

undertaken with due respect for interests of all states.275 

3. Article 12  

Article 12 as reads: 

“1. States Parties shall retain jurisdiction and control over their personnel, vehicles, 

equipment, facilities, stations and installations on the Moon. The ownership of space vehicles, 

                                                           
272 Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, Article 1 
273 (Research Handbooks in International Law) Frans Von Der Dunk, Fabio Tronchetti-Handbook of Space Law-

Edward Elgar Pub (2015) 
274 Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, Article 2 
275 Dunk, Dr. Frans G. von der, Back in Business? The Moon Agreement, Private Actors and Possible Commercial 

Exploitation of the Moon and Its Natural Resources, Session 5 The Acceptability of the Moon Agreement and 
Road Ahead? 
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equipment, facilities, stations and installations shall not be affected by their presence on the 

Moon.  

2. Vehicles, installations and equipment or their component parts found in places other than 

their intended location shall be dealt with in accordance with article 5 of the Agreement on 

the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched into 

Outer Space 

…”276 

Article 12 of the Moon Agreement reiterates the general provisions of the Outer Space 

Treaty’s Article VIII and its elaboration by means of the Registration Convention.277 

4. Article 14  

Relevant part of Article 14 as follows: 

“1. States Parties to this Agreement shall bear international responsibility for national 

activities on the Moon, whether such activities are carried on by governmental agencies or by 

non-governmental entities, and for assuring that national activities are carried out in 

conformity with the provisions set forth in this Agreement. States Parties shall ensure that 

non-governmental entities under their jurisdiction shall engage in activities on the Moon only 

under the authority and continuing supervision of the appropriate State Party 

…”278 

Article 14 harks back to the general provision of Articles VI and VII of the Outer Space 

Treaty and the Liability Convention.279 

e. Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties 

Article 31 General Rule of Interpretation 

Article 31 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties as follows: 

                                                           
276 Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, Article 12 
277 Dunk, Dr. Frans G. von der, Back in Business? The Moon Agreement, Private Actors and Possible Commercial 

Exploitation of the Moon and Its Natural Resources, Session 5 The Acceptability of the Moon Agreement and 
Road Ahead? 
278 Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, Article 14 
279 The Acceptability of the Moon Agreement and Road Ahead? 
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“1. A treaty shall be interpreted in good faith in accordance with the ordinary meaning to be 

given to the terms of the treaty in their context and in the light of its object and purpose.  

2. The context for the purpose of the interpretation of a treaty shall comprise, in addition to 

the text, including its preamble and annexes:  

(a) Any agreement relating to the treaty which was made between all the parties in connexion 

with the conclusion of the treaty;  

(b) Any instrument which was made by one or more parties in connexion with the conclusion 

of the treaty and accepted by the other parties as an instrument related to the treaty.  

3. There shall be taken into account, together with the context:  

(a) Any subsequent agreement between the parties regarding the interpretation of the treaty 

or the application of its provisions;  

(b) Any subsequent practice in the application of the treaty which establishes the agreement 

of the parties regarding its interpretation;  

(c) Any relevant rules of international law applicable in the relations between the parties.  

4. A special meaning shall be given to a term if it is established that the parties so 

intended.”280 

Article 31 of the Vienna Convention on the law of treaty is a general guide on interpretation 

of treaties in international law.281  

Paragraph 1 states that interpretation should be made ‘in good faith’ and ‘in accordance with 

the ordinary meaning’.282 

The ordinary meaning is the current usual meaning of the words used in the Article which the 

terms may have a number of meanings and they hold the potential to change over time.283 

Therefore, Paragraph 1 stipulates that while interpreting an article, it should be in accordance 

                                                           
280 Vienna Convention on Law of Treaties, Article 31 
281 Cengiz, Aziz Can, International Court of Justice Guide 2018, at p.44 
282 Villiger, Mark E., ‘Commentary on the 1969 Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties’, (2009), Boston, 

Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, 
283 Ibid., at p. 426 
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with its context, and its ‘object and purpose’ which includes the preambles and annexes of the 

treaty.284 

Furthermore, the interpreter must think about the nature and the goal of a treaty while 

interpreting the article with its ‘objects and purpose’.285 In addition, while interpreting an 

article ‘extreme functional interpretation(s)’ should be avoided.286 

II. UNITED NATIONS DOCUMENTS 

a. Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

The Declaration was proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly in Paris on 10 

December 1948 (General Assembly resolution 217 A) and is a milestone document in the 

history of human rights.287 

1. Article 9 

Article 9 as follows: 

“No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile.”288 

This article contains one of the best-known human rights which is freedom from arbitrary 

arrest and detention.289 

2. Article 14 

Article 14 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as follows: 

“1.Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution.  

2. This right may not be invoked in the case of prosecutions genuinely arising from non-

political crimes or from acts contrary to the purposes and principles of the United 

Nations.”290 

                                                           
284 Ibid., at  pp.426-427 
285 Ibid., at pp. 427-428 
286 Ibid., at p. 428 
287 United Nations, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, available at: http://www.un.org/en/universal-

declaration-human-rights/ (last accessed on 13 December 2018) 
288 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 9 
289 Glendon, Mary Ann, The Rule of Law in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Northwestern Journal of 

International Human Rights, (2004), p.5 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/217(III)
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/
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Article 14(2) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights provides the right to seek and to 

enjoy asylum which is guaranteed in article 14(1).291 

Furthermore, In /RES/2312(XXII) United Nations interprets this article as:292 

‘Recalling also article 13, paragraph 2, of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which 

states: 

"Everyone has the right to leave any country, including his own, and to return to his country", 

Recognizing that the grant of asylum by a State to persons entitled to invoke article 14 of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights is a peaceful and humanitarian act and that, as such, 

it cannot be regarded as unfriendly by any other State, 

Recommends that, without prejudice to existing instruments dealing with asylum and the 

status of refugees and stateless persons, States should base themselves in their practices 

relating to territorial asylum on the following principles: 

…’293 

b. Declaration on Territorial Asylum 

1. Article 1 

“1. Asylum granted by a State, in the exercise of its sovereignty, to persons entitled to invoke 

article 14 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, including persons struggling 

against colonialism, shall be respected by all other States. 

2. The right to seek and to enjoy asylum may not be invoked by any person with respect to 

whom there are serious reasons for considering that he has committed a crime against peace, 

a war crime or a crime against humanity, as defined in the international instruments drawn 

up to make provision in respect of such crimes. 

3. It shall rest with the State granting asylum to evaluate the grounds for the grant of 

asylum.”294 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
290 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 14 
291 Kapferer, Sibylle, Refugee Survey Quarterly, Volume 27, Issue 3, (2008), at pp. 53–75 
292 United Nations Resolution /RES/2312(XXII) 
293 Ibid. 
294 Declaration on Territorial Asylum, Article 1 
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c. Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts  

In the first half of the twentieth century, the subject of State responsibility was a major area of 

interest in the development of international law.295 After years of work of ILC and the 

Commission, Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts was adopted in 2001 

with 59 articles.296 

1. Article l - Responsibility of a State for its internationally wrongful acts 

“Every internationally wrongful act of a State entails the international responsibility of that 

State. “297 

Draft version of this article, which remained unchanged in the final resolution, was released 

with official commentary which as follows: 

“(1)Article 1 states the basic principle underlying the articles as a whole, which is that a 

breach of international law by a State entails its international responsibility. An 

internationally wrongful act of a State may consist in one or more actions or omissions or a 

combination of both. Whether there has been an internationally wrongful act depends, first, 

on the requirements of the obligation which is said to have been breached and, secondly, on 

the framework conditions for such an act, which are set out in Part One. The term 

“international responsibility” covers the new legal relations which arise under international 

law by reason of the internationally wrongful act of a State. The content of these new legal 

relations is specified in Part Two…”298  

2. Article 2 - Elements of an internationally wrongful act of a State 

Article 2 as reads: 

“There is an internationally wrongful act of a State when conduct consisting of an action or 

omission:  

(a) is attributable to the State under international law; and  

                                                           
295 United Nations, Audiovisional Library of International Law, Historical background and development of 

codification, available at: http://legal.un.org/avl/ha/rsiwa/rsiwa.html (last accessed on 13 December 2018) 
296 Ibid. 
297 Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts, Article 1 
298 Draft articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts, with commentaries (U.N. 

Document A/56/10), at p.32 

http://legal.un.org/avl/ha/rsiwa/rsiwa.html
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(b) constitutes a breach of an international obligation of the State.”299 

The official commentary of the draft article 2 which remained the same in the final resolution 

2001 is as follows: 

“…Article 2 specifies the conditions required 

to establish the existence of an internationally wrongful act of the State, i.e. the constituent 

elements of such an act. Two elements are identified. First, the conduct in question must be 

attributable to the State under international law. Secondly, for responsibility to attach to the 

act of the State, the conduct must constitute a breach of an international legal obligation in 

force for that State at that time...”300 

3. Article 23 Force majeure  

Article 23 of the RSIWA as follows: 

“1. The wrongfulness of an act of a State not in conformity with an international obligation of 

that State is precluded if the act is due to force majeure, that is the occurrence of an 

irresistible force or of an unforeseen event, beyond the control of the State, making it 

materially impossible in the circumstances to perform the obligation.  

2. Paragraph 1 does not apply if:  

(a) the situation of force majeure is due, either alone or in combination with other factors, to 

the conduct of the State invoking it; or  

(b) the State has assumed the risk of that situation occurring.”301 

Article 23 also remained unchanged through the draft process following the official 

commentary on the draft articles, and the official commentary is as reads: 

“…(2) A situation of force majeure precluding wrongfulness only arises where three elements 

are met: (a) the act in question must be brought about by an irresistible force or an 

unforeseen event; (b) which is beyond the control of the State concerned; and (c) which makes 

it materially impossible in the circumstances to perform the obligation. The adjective 

                                                           
299 Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts, Article 2 
300 Draft Articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts, with commentaries (U.N. 

Document A/56/10),  at p.34 
301 Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts, Article 23 
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“irresistible” qualifying the word “force” emphasizes that there must be a constraint which 

the State was unable to avoid or oppose by its own means. To have been “unforeseen” the 

event must have been neither foreseen nor of an easily foreseeable kind. Further the 

“irresistible force” or “unforeseen event” must be causally linked to the situation of material 

impossibility, as indicated by the words “due to force majeure … making it materially 

impossible”. Subject to paragraph 2, where these elements are met, the wrongfulness of the 

State’s conduct is precluded for so long as the situation of force majeure subsists.  

(3) Material impossibility of performance giving rise to force majeure may be due to a natural 

or physical event (e.g. stress of weather which may divert State aircraft into the territory of 

another State, earthquakes, floods or drought) or to human intervention (e.g. loss of control 

over a portion of the State’s territory as a result of an insurrection or devastation of an area 

by military operations carried out by a third State), or some combination of the two. Certain 

situations of duress or coercion involving force imposed on the State may also amount to 

force majeure if they meet the various requirements of article 23. In particular, the situation 

must be irresistible, so that the State concerned has no real possibility of escaping its effects. 

Force majeure does not include circumstances in which performance of an obligation has 

become more difficult, for example due to some political or economic crisis. Nor does it cover 

situations brought about by the neglect or default of the State concerned, even if the resulting 

injury itself was accidental and unintended…”302 

4. Article 28 Legal consequences of an internationally wrongful act 

Article 28 as follows: 

“The international responsibility of a State which is entailed by an internationally wrongful 

act in accordance with the provisions of part one involves legal consequences as set out in 

this part.”303 

The official commentary of the draft article 28, which did not changed in the final resolution, 

is as follows: 

“…(2)The core legal consequences of an internationally wrongful act set out in Part Two are 

the obligations of the responsible State to cease the wrongful conduct (art. 30) and to make 

                                                           
302 Draft Articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts, with commentaries (U.N 

Document A/56/10), at pp.183-184 
303 Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts, Article 28 
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full reparation for the injury caused by the internationally wrongful act (art. 31). Where the 

internationally wrongful act constitutes a serious breach by the State of an obligation arising 

under a peremptory norm of general international law, the breach may entail further 

consequences both for the responsible State and for other States. In particular, all States in 

such cases have obligations to cooperate to bring the breach to an end, not to recognize as 

lawful the situation created by the breach and not to render aid or assistance to the 

responsible State in maintaining the situation so created (arts. 40–41)…”304 

d. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights was adopted and opened for signature, 

ratification and accession by General Assembly resolution 2200A (XXI) in 1966.305 The 

treaty is an international human rights treaty and it is one of the two treaties that give legal 

force to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.306 

1. Article 9 

Article 9 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights as follows: 

“1. Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be subjected to 

arbitrary arrest or detention. No one shall be deprived of his liberty except on such grounds 

and in accordance with such procedure as are established by law. 

2. Anyone who is arrested shall be informed, at the time of arrest, of the reasons for his arrest 

and shall be promptly informed of any charges against him. 

3. Anyone arrested or detained on a criminal charge shall be brought promptly before a judge 

or other officer authorized by law to exercise judicial power and shall be entitled to trial 

within a reasonable time or to release. It shall not be the general rule that persons awaiting 

trial shall be detained in custody, but release may be subject to guarantees to appear for trial, 

at any other stage of the judicial proceedings, and, should occasion arise, for execution of the 

judgment. 

                                                           
304 Draft Articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts, with commentaries (U.N 

Document A/56/10), at p.87 
305 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
306 Equality and Human Rights Commission, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, available at: 

https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-human-rights-work/monitoring-and-promoting-un-
treaties/international-covenant-civil-and (last accessed on 13 December 2018) 

https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/node/873
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-human-rights-work/monitoring-and-promoting-un-treaties/international-covenant-civil-and
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-human-rights-work/monitoring-and-promoting-un-treaties/international-covenant-civil-and
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4. Anyone who is deprived of his liberty by arrest or detention shall be entitled to take 

proceedings before a court, in order that that court may decide without delay on the 

lawfulness of his detention and order his release if the detention is not lawful. 

5. Anyone who has been the victim of unlawful arrest or detention shall have an enforceable 

right to compensation.”307 

United Nations made an official general comment on this article in CCPR/C/GC/35: 

“Article 9 recognizes and protects both liberty of person and security of person…”  

III. PRINCIPLES 

a. Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the Activities of States in the 

Exploration and Use of Outer Space 

Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use 

of Outer Space was adopted in General Assembly under the resolution A/RES/18/1962, on 13 

December 1963.308 The purpose of these principles will contribute to the development of 

mutual understanding and to the strengthening of friendly relations between nations and 

people with co-operation.309 

While this declaration is not binding by itself, it is designed as a collection of principles of 

international law and has given rise to consistent state practice, thus, the principles could be 

considered binding as ‘customary international law’.310 

1. Principle 5 

Principle 5 as follows: 

“States bear international responsibility for national activities in outer space, whether 

carried on by governmental agencies or by non-governmental entities, and for assuring that 

national activities are carried on in conformity with the principles set forth in the present 

Declaration. The activities of non-governmental entities in outer space shall require 

authorization and continuing supervision by the State concerned. When activities are carried 
                                                           
307 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Article 9 
308 United Nations Resolution A/RES/18/1962   
309 Ibid. 
310Masson-Zwaan, Tanja  Legal principles governing the exploration and use of outer space in times of peace 

and war,  International Institute of Air and Space Law, University of Leiden 
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on in outer space by an international organization, responsibility for compliance with the 

principles set forth in this Declaration shall be borne by the international organization and by 

the States participating in it.”311 

2. Principle 6 

Principle 6 as reads: 

“In the exploration and use of outer space, States shall be guided by the principle of 

cooperation and mutual assistance and shall conduct all their activities in outer space with 

due regard for the corresponding interests of other States. If a State has reason to believe that 

an outer space activity or experiment planned by it or its nationals would cause potentially 

harmful interference with activities of other States in the peaceful exploration and use of 

outer space, it shall undertake appropriate international consultations before proceeding with 

any such activity or experiment. A State which has reason to believe that an outer space 

activity or experiment planned by another State would cause potentially harmful interference 

with activities in the peaceful exploration and use of outer space may request consultation 

concerning the activity or experiment.”312 

3. Principle 7 

Principle 7 as reads: 

“The State on whose registry an object launched into outer space is carried shall retain 

jurisdiction and control over such object, and any personnel thereon, while in outer space. 

Ownership of objects launched into outer space, and of their component parts, is not affected 

by their passage through outer space or by their return to the Earth. Such objects or 

component parts found beyond the limits of the State of registry shall be returned to that 

State, which shall furnish identifying data upon request prior to return.”313 

4. Principle 8 

Principle 8 as follows: 

                                                           
311 Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, 

Principle 5 
312 Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, 

Principle 7 
313 Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, 

Principle 7 
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“Each State which launches or procures the launching of an object into outer space, and each 

State from whose territory or facility an object is launched, is internationally liable for 

damage to a foreign State or to its natural or juridical persons by such object or its 

component parts on the Earth, in air space, or in outer space.”314 

5. Principle 9 

Principle 9 as follows: 

“States shall regard astronauts as envoys of mankind in outer space, and shall render to them 

all possible assistance in the event of accident, distress, or emergency landing on the territory 

of a foreign State or on the high seas. Astronauts who make such a landing shall be safely and 

promptly returned to the State of registry of their space vehicle.”315 

b. Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer Space 

Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer Space was adopted in the 

General Assembly under the resolution A/RES/47/68 on 14 December 1992.316 

These principles are also known as the ‘NPS Principles.’317 The General Assembly 

recognized that the use of NPS Principles is essential and use of NPS should be based on a 

through safety assessment and risk analysis.318  

While this document is not binding by itself, it is designed as a collection of principles of 

international law and has given rise to consistent state practice, thus, the principles could be 

considered binding as ‘customary international law’.319 

1. Principle 1- Applicability of international law 

Principle 1 as follows: 

                                                           
314 Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, 

Principle 8 
315 Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, 

Principle 9 
316 A/RES/47/68 
317 Mirmina and Den Herder, Nuclear Power Sources and Future Space Exploration, at p. 161 
318 Ibid. 
319 Legal principles governing the exploration and use of outer space in times of peace and war TANJA 

MASSON-ZWAAN Deputy Director, International Institute of Air and Space Law, University of Leiden 



              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

66 

“Activities involving the use of nuclear power sources in outer space shall be carried out in 

accordance with international law, including in particular the Charter of the United Nations 

and the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of 

Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies.”320 

2. Principle 3- Guidelines and criteria for safe use 

The relevant part of the Principle 3 as follows: 

“In order to minimize the quantity of radioactive material in space and the risks involved, the 

use of nuclear power sources in outer space shall be restricted to those space missions which 

cannot be operated by non-nuclear energy sources in a reasonable way. 

…”321 

3. Principle 4- Safety assessment 

Principle 4 as reads: 

“1. A launching State as defined in principle 2, paragraph 1, at the time of launch shall, prior 

to the launch, through cooperative arrangements, where relevant, with those which have 

designed, constructed or manufactured the nuclear power sources, or will operate the space 

object, or from whose territory or facility such an object will be launched, ensure that a 

thorough and comprehensive safety assessment is conducted. This assessment shall cover as 

well all relevant phases of the mission and shall deal with all systems involved, including the 

means of launching, the space platform, the nuclear power source and its equipment and the 

means of control and communication between ground and space.  

… 

3. Pursuant to article XI of the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the 

Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, the 

results of this safety assessment, together with, to the extent feasible, an indication of the 

approximate intended time-frame of the launch, shall be made publicly available prior to 

each launch, and the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be informed on how 

                                                           
320 Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer Space, Principle 1 
321 Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer Space, Principle 3 
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States may obtain such results of the safety assessment as soon as possible prior to each 

launch.”322 

4. Principle 7- Assistance to States 

Principle 7 as follows: 

 “1. Upon the notification of an expected re-entry into the Earth’s atmosphere of a space 

object containing a nuclear power source on board and its components, all States possessing 

space monitoring and tracking facilities, in the spirit of international cooperation, shall 

communicate the relevant information that they may have available on the malfunctioning 

space object with a nuclear power source on board to the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations and the  State concerned as promptly as possible to allow States that might be 

affected to assess the situation and take any precautionary measures deemed necessary.  

2. After re-entry into the Earth’s atmosphere of a space object containing a nuclear power 

source on board and its components:  

(a) The launching State shall promptly offer and, if requested by the affected State, provide 

promptly the necessary assistance to eliminate actual and possible harmful effects, including 

assistance to identify the location of the area of impact of the nuclear power source on the 

Earth’s surface, to detect the re-entered material and to carry out retrieval or clean-up 

operations; 

…” 323 

5. Principle 9- Liability and compensation 

Principle 9 as follows: 

“1. In accordance with article VII of the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of 

States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial 

Bodies, and the provisions of the Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused 

by Space Objects,3 each State which launches or procures the launching of a space object 

and each State from whose territory or facility a space object is launched shall be 

internationally liable for damage caused by such space objects or their component parts. This 

                                                           
322 Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer Space, Principle 4 
323 Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer Space, Principle 8 
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fully applies to the case of such a space object carrying a nuclear power source on board. 

Whenever two or more States jointly launch such a space object, they 64 shall be jointly and 

severally liable for any damage caused, in accordance with article V of the above-mentioned 

Convention.  

2. The compensation that such States shall be liable to pay under the aforesaid Convention 

for damage shall be determined in accordance with international law and the principles of 

justice and equity, in order to provide such reparation in respect of the damage as will 

restore the person, natural or juridical, State or international organization on whose behalf a 

claim is presented to the condition which would have existed if the damage had not occurred.  

3. For the purposes of this principle, compensation shall include reimbursement of the duly 

substantiated expenses for search, recovery and clean-up operations, including expenses for 

assistance received from third parties.”324 

c. Space Debris Mitigation Guidelines of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 

Outer Space 

The General Assembly adopted the Space Debris Mitigation Guidelines of the Committee on 

the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and agreed that the voluntary guidelines for the mitigation 

of space debris reflected the existing practices as developed by a number of national and 

international organizations its resolution 62/217 of 22 December 2007, and invited Member 

States to implement those guidelines.325 

It should be remembered that this document is not legally binding and only serves as a set of 

guidelines that should be followed. 

1. Guideline 2 

Guideline 2 as follows: 

“Minimize the potential for break-ups during operational phases.”326 

The commentary of the guideline 2 was officially released in the same document: 
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“Spacecraft and launch vehicle orbital stages should be designed to avoid failure modes 

which may lead to accidental break-ups. In cases where a condition leading to such a failure 

is detected, disposal and passivation measures should be planned and executed to avoid 

break-ups.  

Historically, some break-ups have been caused by space system malfunctions, such as 

catastrophic failures of propulsion and power systems. By incorporating potential break-up 

scenarios in failure mode analysis, the probability of these catastrophic events can be 

reduced.”327 

2. Guideline 5 

Guideline 5 as follows: 

“Minimize potential for post-mission break-ups resulting from stored energy.”328 

The official commentary was released in the same document which as follows: 

“Minimize potential for post-mission break-ups resulting from stored energy In order to limit 

the risk to other spacecraft and launch vehicle orbital stages from accidental break-ups, all 

on-board sources of stored energy should be depleted or made safe when they are no longer 

required for mission operations or post-mission disposal. By far the largest percentage of the 

catalogued space debris population originated from the fragmentation of spacecraft and 

launch vehicle orbital stages. The majority of those break-ups were unintentional, many 

arising from the abandonment of spacecraft and launch vehicle orbital stages with significant 

amounts of stored energy. The most effective mitigation measures have been the passivation 

of spacecraft and launch vehicle orbital stages at the end of their mission. Passivation 

requires the removal of all forms of stored energy, including residual propellants and 

compressed fluids and the discharge of electrical storage devices”329 

3. Guideline 6 

Guideline 6 as follows: 
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“Limit the long-term presence of spacecraft and launch vehicle orbital stages in the low-

Earth orbit (LEO) region after the end of their mission.”330 

The official commentary of the guideline 6 as follows: 

“Spacecraft and launch vehicle orbital stages that have terminated their operational phases 

in orbits that pass through the LEO region should be removed from orbit in a controlled 

fashion. If this is not possible, they should be disposed of in orbits that avoid their long-term 

presence in the LEO region. When making determinations regarding potential solutions for 

removing objects from LEO, due consideration should be given to ensuring that debris that 

survives to reach the surface of the Earth does not pose an undue risk to people or property, 

including through environmental pollution caused by hazardous substances.”331 

d. The Rio Declaration On Environment and Development  

Rio Declarations was the result of the United Nations Conference on Environment and 

Development which was held in Rio de Janeiro, twenty years after the Stockholm Declaration 

with the same purpose: to halt the destruction of natural resources and to create a legal 

framework around environmental law.332 

While this document is not binding by itself, it is designed as a collection of principles of 

international law and has given rise to consistent state practice, thus, the principles could be 

considered binding as ‘customary international law’.333 

1. Principle 2  

“States have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the principles of 

international law, the sovereign right to exploit their own resources pursuant to their own 

environmental and developmental policies, and the responsibility to ensure that activities 

within their jurisdiction or control do not cause damage to the environment of other States or 

of areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction.”334 

                                                           
330 Space Debris Mitigation Guidelines of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, Guideline 6 
331 Space Debris Mitigation Guidelines of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, Guideline 6 
332 Ertah Summit, ‘UN Conference on Environment and Development’, available at: 
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MASSON-ZWAAN Deputy Director, International Institute of Air and Space Law, University of Leiden 
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The Principle 2 reaffirms the Principle that was recognized in the Stockholm Declaration only 

with the addition of development policies along with environmental policies.335 

2. Principle 7 

“States shall co-operate in a spirit of global partnership to conserve, protect and restore the 

health and integrity of the Earth's ecosystem. In view of the different contributions to global 

environmental degradation, States have common but differentiated responsibilities. The 

developed countries acknowledge the responsibility that they bear in the international pursuit 

of sustainable development in view of the pressures their societies place on the global 

environment and of the technologies and financial resources they command.”336 

e. Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment 

United Nations Conference on the Human Environment also known as the Stockholm 

Conference, held in Sweden in June 1972, was the first United Nations Conference that 

focused solely on environment and environmental law issues.337 

While this document is not binding by itself, it is designed as a collection of principles of 

international law and has given rise to consistent state practice, thus, the principles could be 

considered binding as ‘customary international law’.338 

1. Principle 21 

“States have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the principles of 

international law, the sovereign right to exploit their own resources pursuant to their own 

environmental policies, and the responsibility to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction 

or control do not cause damage to the environment of other States or of areas beyond the 

limits of national jurisdiction.”339 
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Principle 21 accepts the right of each state to exploit the natural resources territories and also 

limits this right by the responsibility of transboundary harm.340

                                                           
340 United Nations Environment Programme, Training Manual on International Environmental Law, (2006), 

Nairobi, United Nations Environment Programme, p.27 
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ANNEX (FLAGS OF FICTIONAL COUNTRIES FELICÉ AND ROSSLIA) 

The Flag of Republic of Felicé 

 

The Flag of Republic of Rosslia 

 

 

 

 

 

 



              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

74 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

I. Articles 

Topal, Ahmet Hamdi, Diplomatic Asylum According to International Law and the Assange 

Case, Journal of Istanbul Medipol University School of Law 1 

Christol, C., International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects, American Journal 

of International Law, (1980). 

Boed, Roman, The State of the Right of Asylum in International Law, (1994) , Duke Journal of 

Comparative & International Law  

Cohen, Alexander F., Cosmos 954 and the International Law of Satellite Accidents, (1984), 

Yale University, Yale Journal of International Law 

Masson-Zwaan, Tanja  Legal principles governing the exploration and use of outer space in 

times of peace and war,  International Institute of Air and Space Law, University of Leiden 

Nazarenko, A. I., Grinberg, E. I., Nikolaev, V. S., Gafarov, A. A., Lukyanchenko, V. 

I., Yakovlev, M. V., Spacecraft with a Nuclear Power System and Problems of Space Debris, 

Proceedings of the 4th European Conference on Space Debris  

II. Books 

Brünner, Christian & Soucek, Alexander, Outer Space in Society, Politics and Law, (2011), 

Springer-Verlag Wien 

Dembling, Paul G. & Arons, Daniel M., The Treaty on Rescue and Return of Astronauts and 

Space Objects, (1968), William And Mary Law Review 

Dunk, Frans G. von der, A Sleeping Beauty Awakens: The 1968 Rescue Agreement after Forty 

Years, (2008), Journal of Space Law 

Dunk, Dr. Frans G. von der, Back in Business? The Moon Agreement, Private Actors and 

Possible Commercial Exploitation of the Moon and Its Natural Resources, Session 5 The 

Acceptability of the Moon Agreement and Road Ahead? 

Dunk, Frans Von Der,&Tronchetti, Fabio, Handbook of Space Law, (2015), Edward Elgar 

Pub  



              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

75 

Ezell, Edward & Ezell, Linda Neuman, The Partnership: A NASA History of the Apollo-Soyuz 

Test Project, (1978), National Aeronautics and Space Administration Scientific and Technical 

Information Office 

Glendon, Mary Ann, The Rule of Law in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, (2004), 

2 Nw. J. Hum. Rts. 

Leffler, Melvyn P., Origins of the Cold War: An International History- Second Edition, 

(2005), Routledge 

Mirmina, Steven A. and Den Herder, David J. (2005) Nuclear Power Sources and Future 

Space Exploration, Chicago Journal of International Law 

S.Prakash, Sinha, Asylum and International Law, (1971), Springer Netherlands 

Siddiqi, Asif A., Challange to Apollo: The Soviet Union and the Space Race, 1945-1974, 

(2000), NASA  

Villiger, Mark E., ‘Commentary on the 1969 Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties’, 

(2009), Boston, Martinus Nijhoff Publishers 

III. Conventions and Treaties 

Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer 

Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies 

Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and Return of Objects 

Launched into Outer Space 

Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects, Article II 

Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies 

Vienna Convention on Law of Treaties 

The Rio Declaration on Environment and Development 

IV. Publications 

BLM X – Backgrounder: Brief History of Space Exploration, SPACE EXPLORATION – A 

BRIEF HISTORY 



              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

76 

Cengiz, Aziz Can, International Court of Justice Study Guide, Model Courts of Justice (2018),  

Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use 

of Outer Space 

Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment 

Declaration on Territorial Asylum (United Nations Resolution: /RES/2312(XXII)) 

Draft articles on Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts, with 

commentaries (U.N. Document A/56/10) 

Encyclopedia Astronautica, Soyuz 1, NASA 

Encyclopedia Brittanica, ‘United Nations Conference on the Human Environment’ 

History of the League of Nations (1919-1946), The end of the League of Nations, The last 

Assembly, UNOG Library 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), The Role of Nuclear Power And Nuclear 

Propulsion in The Peaceful Exploration of Space, (2005) IAEA 

International Court of Justice, Handbook of the Court 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

Kuru, Taner, International Court of Justice Study Guide, Model Courts of Justice (2016) 

NASA, Spaceflight NASA, Roger’s Commission Report, Chapter III: The Accident, NASA  

Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer Space (United Nations 

Resolution: A/RES/47/68) 

Refugee Survey Quarterly, Volume 27, Issue 3, 1 January 2008 

Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts 

Space Debris Mitigation Guidelines of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 

United Nations Environment Programme, Training Manual on International Environmental 

Law, (2006), Nairobi, United Nations Environment Programme 



              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

77 

United Nations General Assembly, Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, Safety 

Framework for Nuclear Power Source Applications in Outer Space, (U.N. Document: 

A/AC.105/934) 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

Yargıcı, Nezahat Yeşim, International Court of Justice Advisory Jurisdiction Study Guide, 

Model Court of Justice (2014) 

V. Websites 

United Nations Office for Outer Space Treaty, Agreement Governing the Activities of States 

on the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies available at: 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/intromoon-agreement.html (Last 

accessed on: 6 January 2019) 

A Brief History of Space Exploration, available at: https://aerospace.org/story/brief-history-

space-exploration (last accessed on 17 September 2018) 

ABC News, WikiLeaks' Julian Assange may be evicted from Ecuador embassy providing 

asylum, reports say, available at: https://abcnews.go.com/International/wikileaks-julian-

assange-evicted-ecuador-embassy-providing-asylum/story?id=56808551 (last accessed on 4 

November 2018) 

BBC News, Julian Assange in the Ecuadorian embassy: Timeline available at: 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-11949341 (last accessed on 4 november 2018) 

Biography, Julian Assange Biography, available at: 

https://www.biography.com/people/julian-assange-20688499 (last accessed on 1 November) 

Business of Insider, Dozens of dead nuclear reactors are floating in space, and they'll 

eventually hit the earth, available at: https://www.businessinsider.com/nuclear-powered-

satellites-space-2016-3 (last accessed on 17 September 2018) 

Cambridge Dictionary available at: 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/asylum (Last accessed on 28 October 

2018) 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/intromoon-agreement.html
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wikileaks-julian-assange-evicted-ecuador-embassy-providing-asylum/story?id=56808551
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wikileaks-julian-assange-evicted-ecuador-embassy-providing-asylum/story?id=56808551
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-11949341
https://www.biography.com/people/julian-assange-20688499
https://www.businessinsider.com/nuclear-powered-satellites-space-2016-3
https://www.businessinsider.com/nuclear-powered-satellites-space-2016-3
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/asylum


              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

78 

Encyclopedia Britannica, Columbia disaster, United States History (2003), available at: 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Columbia-disaster (Last accessed on 25 October 2018) 

Encyclopedia Britannica, Julian Assange, available at: 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Julian-Assange (last accessed on 4 November 2018) 

Encyclopedia Britannica, Victor Haya de la Torre, available at: 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Victor-Raul-Haya-de-la-Torre (last accessed on 1 

November 2018) 

Equality and Human Rights Commission, International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights, available at: https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-human-rights-

work/monitoring-and-promoting-un-treaties/international-covenant-civil-and (last accessed on 

13 December 2018) 

Earth Summit, ‘UN Conference on Environment and Development’, available at: 

http://www.un.org/geniinfo/bp/enviro.html 

Evening Standard, The Londoner: Assange's Get Out of Jail Free card, available at: 

https://www.standard.co.uk/news/londoners-diary/assanges-get-out-of-jail-free-card-

a3938751.html (last accessed on 4 November 2018) 

Green Peace, Nuclear Energy, available at: https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-

warming/issues/nuclear/ (last accessed on 17 September 2018) 

History, Apollo 11, Apollo 11 Mission: July 16-July 24, 1969, available at: 

https://www.history.com/topics/space-exploration/apollo-11 (last accessed on 11 November 

2018) 

History, Apollo 11, Apollo Program: Background available at: 

https://www.history.com/topics/space-exploration/apollo-11 (last accessed on 11 November 

2018) 

History, Challenger Explosion, Challenger Disaster, available at: 

https://www.history.com/topics/1980s/challenger-disaster (last accessed on 25 October 2018) 

History, Challenger Explosion, Space Shuttle Program, available at: 

https://www.history.com/topics/1980s/challenger-disaster (last accessed on 25 October 2018) 

https://www.britannica.com/event/Columbia-disaster
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Julian-Assange
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Victor-Raul-Haya-de-la-Torre
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-human-rights-work/monitoring-and-promoting-un-treaties/international-covenant-civil-and
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-human-rights-work/monitoring-and-promoting-un-treaties/international-covenant-civil-and
http://www.un.org/geniinfo/bp/enviro.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/londoners-diary/assanges-get-out-of-jail-free-card-a3938751.html
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/londoners-diary/assanges-get-out-of-jail-free-card-a3938751.html
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/issues/nuclear/
https://www.greenpeace.org/usa/global-warming/issues/nuclear/
https://www.history.com/topics/space-exploration/apollo-11
https://www.history.com/topics/space-exploration/apollo-11
https://www.history.com/topics/1980s/challenger-disaster
https://www.history.com/topics/1980s/challenger-disaster


              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

79 

History, The Space Race, available at: https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/space-race 

(last accessed on 11 November 2018) 

History, The Space Race, Conclusion of the Space Race available at: 

https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/space-race (Last accessed on 12 November 2018) 

International Court of Justice, Asylum (Colombia v. Peru), Overview of the Case available at: 

https://www.icj-cij.org/en/case/7 (last accessed on 25 October 2018) 

International Court of Justice, How the Court Works, Contentious Cases, available at: 

http://www.icj-cij.org/en/how-the-court-works (last accessed on 7 September 2018) 

International Court of Justice, Jurisdiction, Advisory Jurisdiction, available at: http://www.icj-

cij.org/en/advisory-jurisdiction (last accessed on 7 September 2018) 

International Court of Justice, Jurisdiction, available at: http://www.icj-cij.org/en/jurisdiction 

(last accessed on 7 September 2018) 

International Court of Justice, Jurisdiction, Contentious Jurisdiction. Available at: 

http://www.icj-cij.org/en/contentious-jurisdiction (last accessed on 7 September 2018) 

International Court of Justice, Jurisdiction, Contentious Jurisdiction, Basis of the Court’s 

jurisdiction, available at: http://www.icj-cij.org/en/basis-of-jurisdiction (last accessed on 7 

September 2018) 

International Court of Justice, Press Room, Multimedia, Immunities and Criminal 

Proceedings (Equatorial Guinea v. France) - Public hearings on the preliminary objections 

raised by France, available at: http://www.icj-cij.org/files/multimedia-

galleries/20180219_gef/02.jpg (Last accessed on 6 September 2018) 

International Court of Justice, Request for Interpretation of the Judgment of 20 November 

1950 in the Asylum Case (Colombia v. Peru), Overview of the Case, available at: 

https://www.icj-cij.org/en/case/13 (last accessed on 25 October 2018) 

International Court of Justice, The Court, available at: https://www.icj-cij.org/en/court  (Last 

accessed on 7 September 2018) 

International Court of Justice, The Court, Chambers and Committees, available at: 

http://www.icj-cij.org/en/chambers-and-committees (last accessed on 7 September 2018) 

https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/space-race
https://www.icj-cij.org/en/case/7
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/how-the-court-works
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/advisory-jurisdiction
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/advisory-jurisdiction
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/jurisdiction
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/contentious-jurisdiction
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/basis-of-jurisdiction
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/multimedia/5a8453caa12d8804369dbacf
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/multimedia/5a8453caa12d8804369dbacf
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/multimedia/5a8453caa12d8804369dbacf
http://www.icj-cij.org/files/multimedia-galleries/20180219_gef/02.jpg
http://www.icj-cij.org/files/multimedia-galleries/20180219_gef/02.jpg
https://www.icj-cij.org/en/case/13
https://www.icj-cij.org/en/court
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/chambers-and-committees


              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

80 

International Court of Justice, The Court, Judges ad hoc, available at: https://www.icj-

cij.org/en/judges-ad-hoc (Last accessed on 7 September 2018) 

International Court of Justice, The Court, Members of the Court, available at: http://www.icj-

cij.org/en/members (last accessed on 7 September 2018) 

Khan Academy, The Start of Space Race, The Cold War in space, available at: 

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/postwarera/1950s-america/a/the-start-

of-the-space-race (last accessed on 11 November 2018) 

NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of Technology, JPL Infographics, 20 

Things We Wouldn’t Have Without Space Travel, available at: 

https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/infographics/infographic.view.php?id=11358 (last accessed on 25 

October 2018) 

NASA, 60 years ago: The U.S. Response to Sputnik, available at: 

https://www.nasa.gov/feature/60-years-ago-the-us-response-to-sputnik (Last accessed on 11 

November 2018) 

NASA, About the Hubble Telescope: available at: 

https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/hubble/story/index.html (Last accessed on 12 November 

2018) 

NASA, Benefits Stemming from Space Exploration, 

NASA, Birth of the Space Age, available at: 

https://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/imagegallery/image_feature_1773.html (last accessed on 

11 November 2018) 

NASA, National Aeronautics and Space Administration, A Brief History of NASA, 

Launching NASA available at: https://history.nasa.gov/factsheet.htm (last accessed on 11 

November 2018) 

NASA, Sputnik; The Fiftieth Anniversary, Sputnik and The Dawn of the Space Age, available 

at: https://history.nasa.gov/sputnik/ (last accessed on 11 November 2018) 

NASA, The Apollo-Soyuz Mission, available at: https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/apollo-

soyuz/astp_mission.html (last accessed on: 12 November 2018) 

https://www.icj-cij.org/en/judges-ad-hoc
https://www.icj-cij.org/en/judges-ad-hoc
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/members
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/members
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/infographics/infographic.view.php?id=11358
https://www.nasa.gov/feature/60-years-ago-the-us-response-to-sputnik
https://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/imagegallery/image_feature_1773.html
https://history.nasa.gov/factsheet.htm
https://history.nasa.gov/sputnik/
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/apollo-soyuz/astp_mission.html
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/apollo-soyuz/astp_mission.html


              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

81 

NASA, The Hubble Story, available at: https://www.nasa.gov/content/the-hubble-story (Last 

accessed on 12 November 2018) 

NASA, What Was the Apollo Program?, available at: 

https://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/5-8/features/nasa-knows/what-was-apollo-

program-58.html (Last accessed on 11 November 2018) 

National Geographic Society, Nuclear Energy, available at: 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/nuclear-energy/ (last accessed on 17 

September 2018)  

New York Times, Victor Haya de la Torre Is Dead; Elder Statesman of Peru Was 84, 

available at: https://www.nytimes.com/1979/08/04/archives/victor-haya-de-la-torre-is-dead-

elder-statesman-of-peru-was-84.html (last accessed on 25 October 2018) 

Office of the Historian, Sputnik, 1957, available at: https://history.state.gov/milestones/1953-

1960/sputnik (last accessed on 11 November 2018) 

Oxford Dictionary, available at: https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/asylum (last 

accessed on 28 October 2018) 

Oxford Public International Law, Asylum, Territorial, Current Issues, available 

at:http://opil.ouplaw.com/view/10.1093/law:epil/9780199231690/law-9780199231690-e757 

(last accessed on 4 November 2018) 

Oxford Public International Law, Asylum, Territorial, History, Before World War, available 

at: http://opil.ouplaw.com/view/10.1093/law:epil/9780199231690/law-9780199231690-e757 

(last accessed on 4 November 2018) 

Oxford Public International Law, Asylum, Territorial, Right of Asylum, available at: 

http://opil.ouplaw.com/view/10.1093/law:epil/9780199231690/law-9780199231690-e757 

(last accessed on 4 November 2018) 

Oxford Research Encyclopedias, Planetary Science, available at: 

http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefo

re-9780190647926-e-43 (last accessed on 25 November 2018) 

https://www.nasa.gov/content/the-hubble-story
https://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/5-8/features/nasa-knows/what-was-apollo-program-58.html
https://www.nasa.gov/audience/forstudents/5-8/features/nasa-knows/what-was-apollo-program-58.html
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/encyclopedia/nuclear-energy/
https://www.nytimes.com/1979/08/04/archives/victor-haya-de-la-torre-is-dead-elder-statesman-of-peru-was-84.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1979/08/04/archives/victor-haya-de-la-torre-is-dead-elder-statesman-of-peru-was-84.html
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1953-1960/sputnik
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1953-1960/sputnik
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/asylum
http://opil.ouplaw.com/view/10.1093/law:epil/9780199231690/law-9780199231690-e757
http://opil.ouplaw.com/view/10.1093/law:epil/9780199231690/law-9780199231690-e757
http://opil.ouplaw.com/view/10.1093/law:epil/9780199231690/law-9780199231690-e757
http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-9780190647926-e-43
http://planetaryscience.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780190647926.001.0001/acrefore-9780190647926-e-43


              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

82 

Russian Space Web, Preparing Sputnik for flight, available at: 

http://www.russianspaceweb.com/index.html (last accessed on 11 November 2018) 

Russian Space Web, Soyuz-1 attempts to return to Earth, available at: 

http://www.russianspaceweb.com/soyuz1-reentry.html (last accessed on 14 December 2018) 

Russian Space Web, The R-7 intercontinental ballistic missile, available at: 

http://www.russianspaceweb.com/r7.html (last accessed on 11 November 2018) 

Russian Space Web, Vladimir Komarov's tragic flight aboard Soyuz-1, available at: 

http://www.russianspaceweb.com/soyuz1.html, (last accessed on 14 December 2018) 

Space.com, Apollo 11's Scariest Moments: Perils of the 1st Manned Moon Landing, available 

at: https://www.space.com/26593-apollo-11-moon-landing-scariest-moments.html (Last 

accessed on 11 November 2018) 

Space.com, Apollo 8: First Around the Moon available at: https://www.space.com/17362-

apollo-8.html (Last accessed on 11 November 2018) 

Space.com, Challenger Disaster 30 Years Ago Shocked the World, Changed NASA, available 

at: https://www.space.com/31760-space-shuttle-challenger-disaster-30-years.html (last 

accessed on 25 October 2018) 

Space.com, Columbia: First Shuttle in Space, available at: https://www.space.com/18008-

space-shuttle-columbia.html (last accessed at: 25 October 2018) 

Space.com, 'Gravity' and Reality: History's Worst Space Disasters, Soyuz 1 dooms 

cosmonaut, available at : https://www.space.com/23182-gravity-film-worst-space-

disasters.html (last accessed on 25 October 2018) 

Space.com, Laika the Dog & the First Animals in Space, available at: 

https://www.space.com/17764-laika-first-animals-in-space.html (last accessed on 11 

November 2018) 

Space.com, Timeline: 50 Years of Spaceflight available at: https://www.space.com/4422-

timeline-50-years-spaceflight.html (last accessed on 11 November 2018) 

Space.com, Yuri Gagarin: First Man in Space, available at: https://www.space.com/16159-

first-man-in-space.html (last accessed on 11 November 2018) 

http://www.russianspaceweb.com/index.html
http://www.russianspaceweb.com/soyuz1-reentry.html
http://www.russianspaceweb.com/r7.html
http://www.russianspaceweb.com/soyuz1.html
https://www.space.com/26593-apollo-11-moon-landing-scariest-moments.html
https://www.space.com/17362-apollo-8.html
https://www.space.com/17362-apollo-8.html
https://www.space.com/31760-space-shuttle-challenger-disaster-30-years.html
https://www.space.com/18008-space-shuttle-columbia.html
https://www.space.com/18008-space-shuttle-columbia.html
https://www.space.com/23182-gravity-film-worst-space-disasters.html
https://www.space.com/23182-gravity-film-worst-space-disasters.html
https://www.space.com/17764-laika-first-animals-in-space.html
https://www.space.com/4422-timeline-50-years-spaceflight.html
https://www.space.com/4422-timeline-50-years-spaceflight.html
https://www.space.com/16159-first-man-in-space.html
https://www.space.com/16159-first-man-in-space.html


              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

83 

The Court, History, available at:https://www.icj-cij.org/en/history (Last accessed on 7 

September 2018) 

The Court, History, The Hague Peace Conferences and the Permanent Court of Arbitration 

(PCA), available at: http://www.icj-cij.org/en/history (Last accessed on 7 September 2018) 

The Court, History, The International Court of Justice (ICJ), available at: http://www.icj-

cij.org/en/history (last accessed on 7 September 2018) 

The Court, History, The Permanent Court of International Justice (PCIJ), available at: 

http://www.icj-cij.org/en/history (Last accessed on 7 September 2018) 

The Statue of the International Court of Justice, Article 38, available at: https://www.icj-

cij.org/en/statute (last accessed on 7 September 2018) 

The Statute of the International Court of Justice, available at: https://www.icj-

cij.org/en/statute (last accessed on 7 September 2018) 

United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs, Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the 

Return of Astronauts and the Return of Objects Launched into Outer Space, available at: 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/introrescueagreement.html (last 

accessed on 13 December 2018) 

United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs, Convention on International Liability for 

Damage Caused by Space Objects, available at: 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/introliability-convention.html (last 

accessed on 13 December 2018) 

United Nations Office for Outer Space, History available at: 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/aboutus/history/index.html (last accessed on 2018) 

United Nations Office for Outer Space, History, Timeline: UN and Space, available on: 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/timeline/index.html (last accessed on 17 September 2018) 

United Nations Office for Outer Space, History, Treaties, available at: 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/aboutus/history/treaties.html las accessed on (17 September 

2018) 

https://www.icj-cij.org/en/history
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/history
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/history
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/history
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/history
https://www.icj-cij.org/en/statute
https://www.icj-cij.org/en/statute
https://www.icj-cij.org/en/statute
https://www.icj-cij.org/en/statute
http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/introrescueagreement.html
http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/introliability-convention.html
http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/aboutus/history/index.html
http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/timeline/index.html
http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/aboutus/history/treaties.html%20las%20accessed%20on%20(17


              MODEL                                                                                                                                                    ICJ 

              COURTS OF JUSTICE 2019                                                                                                 STUDY GUIDE 

84 

United Nations Office for Outer Space, History, UNISPACE Conferences, available at: 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/aboutus/history/unispace.html (Last accessed on 17 

September) 

United Nations Office For Outer Space, Roles and Responsibilities available at: 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/aboutus/roles-responsibilities.html (last accessed on 17 

September 2018) 

United Nations, Audiovisional Library of International Law, Historical background and 

development of codification, available at: http://legal.un.org/avl/ha/rsiwa/rsiwa.html (last 

accessed on 13 December 2018) 

United Nations, Audiovisual Library of International Law, Declaration on Territorial Asylum, 

Procedural History, available at: http://legal.un.org/avl/ha/dta/dta.html (last accessed on 13 

December 2018) 

United Nations, New & Media PHOTO, available at: 

https://www.unmultimedia.org/photo/detail.jsp?id=144/144029&key=10&query=peaceful%2

0use%20of%20outer%20space&lang=&sf= (last accessed 17 September 2018) 

 

 

 

http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/aboutus/history/unispace.html
http://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/aboutus/roles-responsibilities.html
http://legal.un.org/avl/ha/rsiwa/rsiwa.html
http://legal.un.org/avl/ha/dta/dta.html
https://www.unmultimedia.org/photo/detail.jsp?id=144/144029&key=10&query=peaceful%20use%20of%20outer%20space&lang=&sf
https://www.unmultimedia.org/photo/detail.jsp?id=144/144029&key=10&query=peaceful%20use%20of%20outer%20space&lang=&sf



